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Tension between- " ■>f: 

Kashmir^th^ two main regions ^ ^ 

the State-is mainly responsible for . 

encouraging communalism in Jamm 
and secessionist sentiments 
Kashmir; provoking and reinforcing 

each other. 


Jammu's real hunger is for poli 
tical power. Complaints about 
share in services, recruitment and 
development are merely symptoms 
of the underlying malaise. Unable to 
adequately share power, domi- 
nant opinion in Jammu has been 
campaigning for reducing the power 
of Kashmir by getting it transfer- 
red to Delhi. Downfall of Sheikh 
Abdullah and Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammad can to a large extent 
be attributed to their failure to 
satisfy Jammu by stopping the 
process of integration of the State 
with the Union beyond their res¬ 
pective limits. 


A stage must reach sooner than 
later when the integration cannot 
be carried any further. How would 
Jammu react then ? 


(Contd. on last flap) 
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problem 


The 


, 846 , are not known 
n united ia 17 they com- 

Ja- amu and Kashmir, winch were the S 

to have been mutually set uP replaced- The 

prise. The political and administrat ^^precipitated by 

condueive to regional tensions as^^ i964^^^ 

governmental changeovers in pein^ 

these tensions-did not much help ,be two 

,.„nal divers'”" 

In fact politfen' 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 

regions has been growing over years. Secessionist sentiments in 
the Valley are fed by communalism in Jammu which in turn 
is provoked by the fears aroused by the secessionists. Both 
sentiments are manifestations of mutual mal-adjustment and 
form a process of cumulative chain reaction. . 

asnecT^of discusses this pivotal but generally neglected 

on the subject ’ V" "" 

edited to aviid too much 

theme. ^ repetition and to fit them into a running 

The 

held at various point'^of'r ^'^dicates the positions I have 

men or writers who are ^ if there are any public 

on Kashmir in the past Position to own all they had said 
tically consistent is mar h 'v! ^^f'sfaction in remaining poli- 
head against the walls in q • ^^^t that I struck my 

part of my public life ^i and Delhi for a substantial 

almost in vain. 

These articles 

Mfied the Jammu problem"^ ^ study of what might be 

Kashmh add that iJ for Jammu. 

my commitments 

m / ^ways b ' 

many^Sfi "^P‘^^tions\f °k the suppression of 

Indians took utmost alon^^^^"^ Jammu- For 

denials of justi^ *Jriite a few conscientious 

country. i the pg^ , raising my feeble voice againsi 

leaders. Howev^^^ ^'"tilar fu!t°^ Kashmir by the rest of m> 

tempted t_^^^^thy jv anxious to warn against the 

adopt. protest that sections of Jammv 

Having 

nism I opposed x, . 

’ ^ ^^^cerely k.v ^ 

that of Indian chauvr 

hiTiir Would have been far b^tte. 
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THE PROBLEM 


off if its leaders, in turn, had succeeded in restraining their local 
chauvinism. Kashmir has indeed paid very dearly for not work¬ 
ing out a satisfactory arrangement for sharing power with Jammu. 
The cries for abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution and for 
Presidential rule that are so frequently heard in Jammu are, in 
fact, cries of impotent dissatisfaction about its present status. 
For unable to share power, Jammu would like Kashmir to lose 
it to the Centre. Rationalisations in terms of integration and 
intense nationalism cannot conceal the underlying psychological 
motivation. 

I am sorry Jammu’s protest got into a defeatist channel. 
For no amount of transfer of power to the Centre can solve its 
problem. It must aspire a relation of friendship and equality 
with the Valley. Thus it is not the degree of integration of the 
State with the Union but of Jammu’s status within the State 
that can safeguard its interests. 

* 

In 1949 I suggested political means to define Jammu’s 
status. A year or so later, at the time of Constitution making, 
I pleaded for constitutional provisions for ensuring that status. 

In sum, I supported whatever measure of autonomy had 
been promised to the State within India with the proviso that 
on similar grounds autonomy to Jammu be conceded within 
the State. It is too late in the day to dismiss a discussion of 
the problems of a region as parochial or communal. Even if 
my non-communal and non-parochial credentials are not suffi¬ 
ciently established by now, the fact that out of sixteen lakhs 
of people inhabiting Jammu, about six lakhs are Muslims, sug¬ 
gests that Jammu’s personality can grow only at the cost of 
communalism. Likewise, recognition of genuine claims of 
Jammu can help in providing regionalism of the Valley with 
healthy and patriotic outlets. 

We have faced enough troubles in the country simply due 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


to our refusal to take a timely cognizance of a regional problem. 

The lessons in Jammu and Kashmir, too, are no less instructive. 

Referring to the problem, the Chief Minister G. M. Sadiq had 

rightly suggested that it should not be thrown under the carpet. 

I am also encouraged by the open-minded attitude taken hv 
Dr. Karan Singh. ^ 


I publish this collection of articles on Jammu with the 

v-ilirJss. “ 'fy in the 


June 15, 1966. BALRiXj Puri 

A.-4, Model Town 
Delhi-9. 
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TRIUMPH OF THE SECULAR SPIRIT IN JAMMU 

Mind of Jammu was transfor¬ 
med more radically if^ ^ 
over three months—from the end 
of October, 1947 to the end of 
January, 1948—than that of any 
other part of the country ia a 
comparable period. Those Hia 
• diis of Jammu who had opposec 
merger' of a Hindu state to 11 
secular state of India soon 
their illusions shattered V 
sudden collapse of all • 

to the tribal attack on . 

ami the petitions of the J • „ 
/o. help front the 

It was an eye leader- 

to learn that the „,ore 

ship of Kashmir JJ 
effective resistance to jj^ainly 

Urn invaders and State's 

instrumental jZna ^Ltwithstan- 
accession to India j^nttttn- 

ding coinniiinalists ^ 

4 JatritP^* 

The Hindus Abdit^' 

again shaken by ^rnong^^ 

MS physicd f ‘17, ; 

them on Novetnb^’ the 

when he addreise te 

first time. The tnan 
garded as an en 
almost hypnotise g for ^ , 

Ms a,Mie„ce W ffj 
munal peace loot'd 

the Hindu Dhar’P > 
na and Gandhi- 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


Hindu communalism of Jam¬ 
mu was passing through such 
series of nerve shattering events 
when it was finally overtaken by 
the deadly impact of the assassi¬ 
nation of the father of the nation 
Meanwhile, the secular forces 
which were more aggressively 
anti-communal than their conn 
terparts in the Valley, continued 
their offensive and believed they 
had become triumphant. The 
offensive had started much ear 
her. I joined it actively 
I declared it to be tt 
objective of my weeklv^ 
Kashmir Sansar, in its I 
editorial on June 27 


The story of the « 

triumph of the secular 
Jammu is unfolded in T"”" 
article. How and whv !, 
and the body of conn 
were revived and the""^ 
miinal forces thrown t ^°^'^om- 
are revealed later. ° Oiercy 
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June 1949 


1 ^ Spirit in Jammu 

'X’riumph of the Secular 1 

soil of Jammu was 
dependence, the political commu- 

Before *. gj^ts of loyalty to the roy Hindu 

ettile for Jammu was the loo, could not 

nalism. Possioy Muslim neighbouring 

Sabha in th® ^ of communal polit“^® 
escape the ia’P 


Punjab. 


The 



g from the 

remained largely 


urban 




13 


JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


politics. Muslim Gujjars and tenants of both communities were 
mostly loyal subjects of the Maharaja and the landlords. For 
the communalist urban middle class did not provide an anti- 
feudal and revolutionary leadership. Hindu and Muslim com- 
munalism in the towns, to which the politics was mainly con¬ 
fined, provoked and sustained each other in a vicious circle. 


n the Muslim majority area of Jammu across the Chenab, 
a part of which now comprises what is called Azad Kashmir, 

were an influential group. They had fought 
3im R ruler! to build up the State, 

with the M^h'^ andlords had thus some personal attachments 

the people belong t^t T'!- generally non-communal. But 
.geous. In percentage Tf are upright and coura- 

regions of the countrv • P^P^jation, the region topped all 
in the second war Bu/'f recruitment to the army 

lutionary potential influence of Punjab, its revo- 

have retained a secular character. 

Jammu defied Abdullah 


The political mn 

under the leadership oTsi!’^l started in the Valley in 1931 
that easily; partly Abdullah could not sweep Jammu 

political gulf between Ta ^ anti-Dogra character. Tire 

t e cultural and geograpi^”^i^ Kashmir became as wide as 

gulf between them. 


Somehow, SheiVV* 

trust of even his Muslim^*^'^!*^^ could not trust or retai 

Jammu. The imp 

Khan 1 not long aft the first to leave tt 

nurse i^'ation^[ formed. Mian Ahmc 

Afzal '^^en the^d Assembly part 

the leader ^aveT’ ^ ' 

Red his earlier'"-^^^^^”®'^ on some political 

insult by resigning from the 
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TRIUMPH OF THE SECULAR SPIRIT IN JAMMU 


and responding to the call of the Maharaja to be one of the 
two popular ministers. 

Among Muslim leaders, Chaudhry Mohammed Shaflee was 
able to extend an effective political base mainly among the Hin¬ 
dus of Jammu. But he and his band of workers functioned under 
a Congress committee and were organisationally independent 
of the Kashmir leaders of the National Conference. 


Pockets of secular politics 

However, two stalwarts of Jammu’s politics. Raja Moham¬ 
mad Akbar Khan of Mirpur and Khwaja Ghulam Qadir Bandey 
of Poonch—in the region across the Chenab, already re erre o 
--remained loyal to the National Conference. A a 
timely death of the leader of Mirpur created a voi 
that was only filled by Pakistan forces m 1 ^4. 
returned to India under exchange of pnso revolt of 

is still a hero of Poonch. He had identified 

Poonch estate against the Jammu Durbar an 
himself with the local aspirations. 

, A into the influence 

Another pocket in Jammu that slipp^ " chenaini. 

of the National Conference was the organised 

A popular upsurge against a Hindu jagirdar i 
by the progressive section of the Hindu bao*socialistic 
putt Mengi and Jyotshi Ram Krislian. I" .^*^,vas later annexed 
and secular character of the movement, i 

by the National Conference. 

wtec worked up m 
In Jammu city, the Congress “gt rise in prices. 

t943 what was called Roti agitation, Hindus and 

The movement soon reached a high ph^^ 

jViuslims shed their blood together und P scene at that 

Rational Conference leaders who arrived on unassertive to 

stage were too late, affile -the Congress wa of the 

control the movement which relapsed this abortive 

Hindu an Muslim organisations. ^ 


JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


attempt by secular forces considerably undermined the commu¬ 
nal politics. 

Apart from the pockets of influence of the National 
Conference and the Congress committee, a significant section 

StudenK*^nn^'^ Jammu was among the students, 

arrest in May’ 1945 Tll^ Abdullah’s 

launched by him remJ 7'"^ 

two parties and sometim'^'^ organisationally independent of the 
was, however, muc^h 

militant in its oppos’t’numbers and more 
Prime Minister Ram 'n ^^rnmunalism and monarchy. The 
the organised opposit' who had crushed most of 

students a continuous'thor"^ • Jammu 

The oldest political 

It was staunchly non-co Jammu was the Dogra Sabha. 

But largely remained'had pro-Congress leanings. 

. ^ ^he Maharaja. 

Maharaja Hari S' 

the Constituent AssembR "ot want his state to join 

mt-T Sabha in f.^'^PPorted by the Muslim Conference 

aSn^t^'’ “Wlared t “'>’0 

"ance. A L Po 1 woaU 

"la Maha^ai >hc “"aak on Kashmir's mdepa„. 

a*ar. Pa„di „ ">"=lana to " “ ^“kha was not satisfied with 

•ha Maharaja h DogS'^'' 

silenced them ^^*^oidc • ^^tnpromise resolution a vising 

secular “appropn^te time” 

Abdullah” and‘. A the t campaign on behalf of 

the ponni'^"''"tle to th,T'' '^°8tm of “Release Sheikh 

‘^ommunaiRt ‘"’^Sination Union”. The slogan 

*’>' •h' Cavern^,'*' a wh,la >=-a> "‘"‘‘Is ” 

But the paper was 
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TRIUMPH OF THE SECULAR SPIRIT IN JAMMU 


Tlic riot wave that swept over the country on its partition 
soon engulfed Jammu also, reviving communalism in its most 
ghastly form. 

Perfect communal harmony in the Valley, Sheikh Abdullah s 

emergence as a saviour of Hindus and the national interests 

and the drama of Kashmir’s accession to India in Octobei 1 

shook the conscience and mind of every Hindu of Jammu. 

Gandhi’s assassination later seemed almost the prover la as 

nail in the coffin of communalism in Jammu. The ° ^ 

students, Chenaini and Poonch movements, Nationa on e 

, ^ . tnocther and expanded to 

and Congress groups soon grouped recedin^T forces 

partially fill the growing vacuum, created by 

of communalism. Muslim Conference disapp while 

exodus of bulk of vocal Muslims of Jammu to 

Hindu Sabha was dissolved. It was a fm^ 

communal forces*. ,, 

vith a desire to enable 
Encouraged by their success and wi crutches, 

the people of Jammu stand on their legs ' campaign 

the then leadership of Jammu started a o ^ demand was 

for the abdication of Maharaja Hari ^"^®p^j.jj.,andal in March, 

endorsed by a large rally of workers at 

At the time of writing this piece The hard won 

of communalism and reaction were lya^S j.acy was still not 
victory of the forces of secularism and ^ move M/s. Oni 

complete. The two leaders of the ab ica Nationa 

Prakash Saraf and Amarnath were jcaderlcssness in tic 

Conference, accentuating the problem 

party. ^5 and 16, 1949) 

(Daily RANBIR, Janiniu, ’ 

not extend its 

- ^ , *q represent the 

*Thc reasons why the National ana gone 

organisational net work to fill the entire tim^ 

essentially non-communal urges of Jnmnin 
into here. 
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]AMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


The leaderlessness of Jammu 
posed a serious threat to the in¬ 
tegrity of the State. Not that 
Jammu could not have a leader. 
None was acceptable to the lea¬ 
ders of Kashmir who alone mat¬ 
tered. The non-communal lea¬ 
dership of Jammu could earn 
them trust in hardly greater mea- 

sure than the communal leader¬ 
ship had done. In fact the aZi 
communal and anti-Nt i ‘ 
groups were disowned 
dily. Sweeping condeZZr 
Jammu as communal n 

tionary by the top Nat! 
ference leaders further 
ped the local leaders of 
Reacting to this attem 

racter assassination 

people, I said in a ^ ^^hole 

ntent on October 7 ^fate- 

attempts to humiliatZZ • "The 
characterising ^ammu by 
reaction and co^Z of 

extremely rn ^ 

absurd" {DailyZ^^'^^^^fe 

Kashmir Youth r aZ 

y^hich I ^as the , 

Gopalaswamy jZ'^dum ’ 

Vnion Ministf. ^^'^Sar ,j ° 
^mister > the ,/ 

expressing ^‘fhout n ^ 
mutual distrust 

and Kashmir . f^at 

rately fanned bZt ^rnmu 

^/ 7 o,e delib^. 
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LEADERLESSNESS OF JAMMU 


ted to isolate Kashmir and make 
it independent. 

My misgivings increased as 
the National Conference was no 
allowed to function 
Committee after commute 
no,„ma,ed and 

Sheikh AbdnIUh 
discuss the problems of 
u-hich he hod enbvs ed , 

second in commend, 

Ghulam Mohammad. 
turn, would often jiaina, 

his special • ^,i‘eroy of 

nick 

Jammu. The p aspire 

of ihe V'Ocb'^‘fttTirode of 
to the level of fohitl g 

Kashmir leadership- 

In the following over 

pressed my ^ between 

the growing seen by 

Jammu and that the 

we in 1950. united by 

process could o leadei- 

ing the level of Jo that 

ship and harmonisinS 

of Kashmir. 
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March 1950 


From Sheikh Ah ^^derlessness 

of Kashmir seem^ ,o 5, 

^omplain Jammu does th^ Saraf, every 

Tk'y say a progressive"'" '^ootor"The 
mebody remarked that 

not take roots in the K tend ^tinnot grow in Januni 

IS of the view that soif^’' Plant of secularism com 

io-ng .nriia. Evei"^s.^lammo. The Cher 

^neiki^ ^ ’n the way of Kash^j 
^l^tluliah has said 
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LEADERLESSNESS OF JAMMU 


I 


Jammu is his headache. 


Jammu — scapegoat 

Why is Jammu a headache? Is it really as 
name it has acquired? Or is it for a search of an^ excu^^^^ 

Kashmir leaders are giving a bad name to J Kashmir 

God forbid, they do not J responsibility 

problem, they have a scapegoat remove popular 

and blame to somebody else. Or, could be condemn- 

discontent in Kashmir, “reactionary Jamm 

ed for that. 

much damage has been 
By thus defaming Jammu, "ow m ^ movement? 

done to the National <^onference an ^.^actionary forces at 

How far the attempts to revive the ^ These are our 
the cost of progressive forces ^ould su^^ 

problems. The people of and autocracy, 

the supporters pf communalism, react 

• leaders have endeavou- 
But by defaming Jammu, Kashmir a barrier higher 

red to build up between Jammu and weaknesses and 

than Pir Panchal. They wan. “Regressive workers m .he 
blunders by dividing the peoples and p 
.wo provinces. 

,« us realise .ha. misunders.anrhng ,„uggle 

T . and Kashmir will ruin both. j^^ed on calling 

, au.ocracy. Kashmir leaders of a" .;.h„s .hey aliena.ed 
kfl," .ia Hari Singh's rule as Dogra rule- j^nimu 

oeopte- Srow.h ot reng.henen. The mrs- 

waT.he?eby ^''tol. Do ^ ta" e^bee" so "Ro^Rals 'n« 
unders.and.ngs a ™ ar? surprised lo h"®" „( ,he communi.y 

r.f .hTnCme of .he ruling family b». 
living in Jammu. 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 

Let not the Dogras repeat the same mistake. Let them not 
engage themselves in any movement without the help of Kash¬ 
miri people or against them. Today anybody who thinks in 
terms o is province or community is an enemy of his own 
province or community, if j getting rid of 

the present leadershin nr r- , ^ 

Kashmir might war,, to rid , .h?”'' 

leaders' to subjugate them for 
Dogras distrusted 

Who is threatening th,. • 

interests are endangered h of the State today? Whose 

How to . maintain coord’ ^ Dogras and Kashmiris? 

workers of the two T^ between them and the political 

provinces? 

Sheikh Abdullah h 

Jammu also acclaims hT Valley for years. Today (1950't 

I'r '^hole'?!- ^''hy is he diffident to become 

e leader of Jammu also?^^^’ consider himself to be 

While condemnin Jantmu? 

He saw!'“H Sht'kh '“T“ 

an indetamdem ^inc rel l"'”'’ 

on bohoH of ,c“'’Sra Desh ? Tn 

separation” fTf.,.. that' '''^uld say with full authority 

The irony of tu ^ 

State does not con^^'^ ^'^^ation • 

can speak only o^/ ‘Vniself the 

independent Doo be the leader of Jammu, jj 

expressed theirBut who has demanri ^ 

h=“'^ Of c„?r“'* "’i'ny people have so fa, 

Uadership J “ " 

^ ^vhom he trusts? ^ 

^ strong ]p , 

'“‘"Ship i 

In j 

^mmu is the best guarantee of , 

^ the 
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LEADERLESSNESS of JAMMU 

unity of Jan.nu. and Kashmir. Sheikh 

concede this fact. But what has h perhaps deliberately 

not he or on his behalf the High Con ’ be 

prevented the growth of leadership m Jamj ^ 

a worse insult of the elections and /he elec ^ conducted? 

National Conference organisational e ^ leaders them- 

But what was the fate of the leaders that 

selves thus imposed on Jammu? Why qJ ^ local leader- 

ted? If he is unwilling to permit the (-rust its people, 

ship in Jammu democratically as he do sheikh Abdul- 

1 am in a position to make the following 
lah : 

Jammu who should be 
Please nominate a leader from^ gj^ould have as high a 
consulted for Jammu affairs, than him), 

status as any Kashmiri leader t 

jgr This might not be a 
Wc would try to rally round such a lea i^^g^^ocratic system, if 
democratic way. But in the preseu and the integrity 

Sheikh Abdullah’s leadership is iud* P most feasible way to 
of the State is to be maintained, this j^j^.,niu. 
defend the self-r6spect and honour o ^ 

I have no doubt that the Abdullah considers 

my offer; so that we may knovv i jf not, we s la 

anybody in Jammu worthy of his 

think of other means. ' tablished in Jammu, 

,* • 7 r . ^riprship Hiernitv but would 

It IS only after a strona leaders r , digm 

that its people would not only '’‘‘‘''"’^j^tions with the peop e o 

also be able to strengthen their r 

Kashmir. - - 


^n March 23, 1950) 

,Jammu7 

{DESH SEWAK Weekly* 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


1 was never an admirer of 
Sheikh Abdullah’s Jammu 
policy. It informed with 
ignorance and self-righteous, 
ness. In fact we did not see 
eye to eye with each other when 
he was in power. But that 
>^5 no justification for lack of 
proper appreciation of his posl 
non m Kashmir politics j 
therefore pleaded with th^ ' 

pie of Jammu not to lo^e°' 
sense of balance and h. 

A.,/ i., ,He ,.,UrjL t J™;- 
Abdullah when he was r^^ 
for a short span of nh 
days in 1958. / J, lOO 

to be more just to hZ^^jj 
was to them. he 

U has been mv n 
lege to give even 
palatable advice to 
in Jammu. H'/,.,, People 
agreed with me or 
have often been they 

their respect and 

me. ^Gectio^ 

Ghs particaio, 

^^^Ponded .T^^ion 

t^t^d .the ^vorkinZZ''" 

sor regime, the 

- 

«nv J 

^tirther 
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SHEIKH ABDULLAH AND JAMMU 


complication to the Kashmir 
politics. Though my operative 
suggestion of inviting Sheikh 
Abdullah to Jammu did not 
materialise, I am happy to record 
that in the first quarter of 1958 
Jammu lived up to my expecta¬ 
tions in the standard of fairness 
and responsibility that it was 
able to maintain. 




February 1958 


Sheikh Abdal>»'' and Jammu 

.a, >a..a;s -.ioa - 

pkasure. g’"/ People dtrexpresrSsk disapproval and dis- 
counted in t ^ P^^ss ^ P , u’c speeches are more dis- 
ciation of thm Sheikh ^ ^ppre- 

people 1 '-;! hold o;"r.?elW; laa-raa no dearth of 

him, consirj »,u ^^hmiri masses- . yg differences with 

aside, hiip-^'^ho, despite their s^r 

"“"roe of hope for !»“' 
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SHElRH ABDULLAH AND JAMMU 

a campaign of haired and provocation can further complicate the 
matter. 1 am particularly impressed by the sense of lesponsibi- 
lity and sobriety displayed by the Praja Parishad leaders. Their 
only apprehension was that the National Conference might so 
excite popular sentiments that they might have to fa m me. 

Bitter and blunt advice 

I am convinced that Jammu has maintained 
is willing to listen to anything that is good for e^^^^ Jammu’s 
encourages me to write the following lines on 

duty today. I have no doubt that j^^tion. For the 

views would receive due consideration and a 
people know me and my intentions. 

, fact at least in pri- 
No citizen of Jammu would refute tne influential 

vatc conversation, that Sheikh Abdullah is present atmos- 

leader of Kashmir. In fact he has not cause fhe Kash- 

phere in Kashmir. He merely represents it. j-ecognised that 

miri sentiments arc good or bad, the "’p f, If we are not 

their authentic spokesman is Sheikh A . jr from India for 
determined to alienate the people ^ter of their senti- 

ever, let us try to understand the rea c ‘ j^ealthy outlets, 
ments and then try to help them in ge i 


Kashmiri patriotism eo<"raphical posi- 

Historical forces of the last few ecntori«. <,j Kashmiri 

tion and recent politics conspired to Hch'“ P ^ 

Datrintic * the Valley. Pandit Jawah^^ ^j^js sense. H 

importarn role in maintaining and encourag* emotional links 
often stressed his own Kashmiri origin to 

with the people. .j 5 c a better 

TT , g felt that Kashmiri patriotisn of Pakistan 

He perhaps 1 .n.,i:crn and npP Kashmir 

bulwark acainst Muslim Communahsm , posU'O" 

than India’s name. isolated a 

was also kept culturally and politically 
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T 

the countiy. Even now, Indo-Kaslimir relations and fricndsliip 
are mentioned as if Kashmir was a separate country. 


miifi rcaetion against Kashmirism was in Jammu. The 

sion thnM^H°? divergent trends on the issue of aeees- 

and limited aecession."^”'^"'”''^" controversy of the so ealled full 


Expectations from Abdullah 
Delhi agreement was 

Jammu. But Kashmir’s aeeeptable to the majority of 

the eentre arc even toda^^h^*^'^*’ and its relations with 

ing him in detention witho agreement. After keep- 

persecuting his followers ^ ^'^cl 

cept the same agreement "^^i asking Sheikh Abdullah to ac- 
accept them in 1953? constitution. Why did not wc 


If Sheikh Abdullah b • . 

kc means to criticise thp"”^^ question of accession when 
against India when he fo _?.°'^^dtution or when he complains 
a shi or of New Delhi Rp w'ith the Government of 

LI L ^c’cess/^ •^’^nicd no more than those 

loyalty to the Sovc, 

Whatever may b, 

ccession, it is iniporta„, o/ith Sheikh Abdullah’s views on 

Why he holds them. 

. As long as he wasi • 

Sion and in fact deoi PoWer u r n 

it. But the that !; "Offered to finalise the acces- 

thc Kashmir leader an^'^^tnept L Constituent Assembly would 

would not be final l ^ contradicted 

'They also maintainecL '''^hld u decision of the Assembly 

they had not accepteri^’l^^ ^tirther ratified by the people, 

till that was endorsed u^^itata: ^tcignty belonged to the people 

y the ^uri Singh’s offer of accession 
Popular leader. 
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Popular leader 

Krishna Mciioii led a basic Iransfomiation in India s official 
Kashmir policy. According to the new line, Maharaja Hari 
Singh acceded to India in exercise of his constitutional power 
while Constituent Assembly led by Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad 
ratified it. In this version people and Sheikh Abdullah do not 
figure. Do we want to maintain that the Assembly became re¬ 
presentative and authorised the moment its leadership was chan¬ 
ged? Should Sheikh Abdullah accept the new version of acces¬ 
sion by the Maharaja and the Bakshi simply because he had been 
kept in jail? If it had to be accepted, why did Pandit Nehru use 
to rebuke the Praja Parishad for demanding more or less the 
same before Abdullah’s arrest? 

Enquiry into 1953 events 

Before demanding proofs of Abdullah’s loyalty let us c^ 
sider his demand for an enquiry into the events of 
claims he never betrayed India and never demanded in epen 
dencc. If he can really prove as he says, that he did not wan 
secession in 1953, it would be easier for him to play the roe 
of a patriot. 

Likewise, Jammu must also strongly suppoit his den 
for an enquiry into thi circumstances of Dr. Shyama ra 
Mukerjee’s death. For the mystery around this matter nia e 
mean contribution in complicating the matters. 

1 am not unaware of the lapses on the part of 
My purpose is not to exonerate him. I merely want o 
Jamniu of its historic duty which it must perform irrcsp 
all his virtues and vices. 

.1 _ \/'ll lev have 

Indian rulers and separatist elements in ‘ should 

often sought to justify themselves by defaming 
therefore be more eautious in its reactions and shou 
others in passing the responsibility of their failure on to i. 
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Jammu’s role 


The people of Jammu must not lose their balance. Instead 

reactions, they must try to befriend 
eir as miri brethren with love and sympathy. Local and 
central rulers have committr-H , 

Kashmir. There is no bme 

For we shouid endeavour to om'™,""", ’ 

being diverted to anti-Tnri: anti-government sentiment 

Kashmiri leaders that as Let Jammu assure the 

against the governments in directed 

describe it as a movement •Kashmir and they do not 

against India, they would get support. 


In order to divert the n 

mir in similar directions it in Jammu and Kash- 

ciate the real sentiments ' f ^ "^^^ssary for their leaders to appre- 
I have better claim on ti? People of the other region. As 
take the initiative. I prop ^ People of Jammu, I expect them to 
of Jammu should invite^ c^i? representatives of all parties 

explain his true position. Abdullah to visit Jammu and 


Such an invitation dnn 

views. Whether or not he^ imply any agreement with 

e mi^ t say in Jammu it the invitation and whate 

Jammu canuot ba couve’r ,<*0 auy ham. After 

— . . Against accession to India. 

The invitation woni i 

STammuX'^cann^"" '^'’thou"t\"- 

y cannot be bjo ‘ bringing them nearer to th( 

^8ht nearer to the rest of India. 




Jammu, February 7, 


1958) 
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ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF PRAIA PARISH AD 


Praja Parishcid has been the 
principal opposition party of 
Jammu and the most vocal ins¬ 
trument of its protest. Till re¬ 
cently it had a special status 
within the organisation of the 
Jana Sangh, by having a sepa¬ 
rate flag, a separate president 
and a separate constitution. It 
became a regular branch of the 
all India party in 1964. 


The area of influence of the 
Saiigh is con fined to a few le 
gions, classes and castes, 
obvious difficulties J, 

its activnies to the 
among Muslims, Sikhs am H 

ians—who constitute abou W 

;:cent of 

_,,ul the /--f 

among urban 

Sangh has to {i,e 

following iwn Comnni- 

Congress, DNC. 
nists) and P-Sm- 

, it was Praia 

Nevertheless consi- 

Parishad voice of 

dered tnoie ■ m the foUow- 

Jamniti. The thesis^ 

ing note is f to the poU- 

owed its ^^g]i)nn‘i leaders. 

Were riiex “"^rately slrein- 

interested '’'-.uad etnd thus 




JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


Jammu’s role 


The people of Jammu must not lose their balance. Instead 
of angry and provocative reactions, they must try to befriend 
their Kashmiri brethren with love and sympathy. Local and 
central rulers have committed many excesses on the people of 
Kashmir. There is no better patriotism than to oppose them. 
For we should endeavour to prevent anti-government sentiment 
eing diverted to anti-India channels. Let Jammu assure the 
ashmiri leaders that as long as their movement is directed 
against the governments in Delhi and Kashmir and they do not 
1 e It as a movement against India, they would get support. 


mir H- ‘"7" *''' I™mu and Kash- 

Sr .hTr!,; '=»dcrs to appro- 

ciate the real sentiments of the neoDle nf a 

I have better claim on the peooK Tn t 

take the initiative. I pronosc^thrt th ^ I expect them to 

of Jammu should invite She ^ 

explain his true position. Abdullah to visit Jammu and 


Such an invitation does nr,t i 
views. Whether or not he accept^the 

he might say in Jammu it would nr^ h whatever 

Jammu cannot be converted acainst 

riea against accession to India. 

Tlie invitation would nlsn Kcv 

people of Kashmir. And withnnt goodwill to the 

of Jammu, they cannot be brought 

brought nearer to the rest of India. 


{^ACH, Jammu, February 7, 1958) 
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ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF PRAIA PARISH AD 


Praja Parisliad has been the 
principal opposition party of 
Janiniii and the most vocal ins¬ 
trument of its protest. Till re¬ 
cently if had a special status 
within the organisation of the 
Jana Sangh, by having a sepa¬ 
rate flagy a separate president 
and a separate constitution. It 
became a regular branch of the 
all India party in 1964. 

The area of influence of the 
Sangh is confined to a few re¬ 
gions, classes and castes. It has 
obvious difficulties in extending 
its activities to the Valley and 
amofig Muslims, Sikhs and Hari- 
jans—who constitute about 60 
per cent of Jatnmu's population 
—and the peasantry. Even 
among urban caste Hindus, 
Sangh has to share a part of the 
following with parties like the 
Congress, DNC (left Commu¬ 
nists) and P.S.P. 

Nevertheless it was Praja 
Parisliad that came to be consi¬ 
dered more authentic voice of 
Jammu. The thesis of the follow¬ 
ing note is that the Parisliad 
owed its importance to the poli¬ 
cies of the Kashmiri leaders. 
Were these elements in Kashmir 
interested in deliberately streng¬ 
thening the Parishad and thus 
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founding it up as a barrier bet- 
the Valley and the rest of 
India? Did the Parishad be- 
^oi7ie an instrument (perhaps un- 
""^ntioiially) of such anti-India 
^^^>nents? 
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I ( F^rai*! parishad 
Origin and Growth of 1 •nj 

, initiative in 

rp f the Jana Sangh did not ta of the 

To be correct, The origin and vvas essen- 

‘ding its r'^ely due to local manses- nationalism 

‘ Parishad vvere^^^ Aggressive trends j" oliticaHy ignored 
a reaction ^ a region which r V 

islimir and a 

condemned. . h„ „ group of dissident 

. pjrishad was formed by 

Tile Praia 


JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 


R.S.S. workers. Even when the R.S.S. later came to dominate 
the party due to its superior organisation, its basic appeal was 
not due to communalisni but to regional nationalism. 

Parishad imposed on Jammu 


There is much truth in the statement that Praja Parishad 
was thru^ upon Jammu and the present leadership of the Parishad 

nrpcC Dogra, whose leadership adds 

fh! f , ^1949. It is reported 
a retiretl^life active politics and lead 

^lonro^tsX'^liSr'. 

1948 The mimhpr nf started its first agitation m 

me numoer ot arrests offerpri ,i -1 . .i 

scores. But by securing the releasr r ! 

tation, it got its first encouragement a 

again arrested and the Parishad ^ leaders were 

lease. This agitation, too, fizzled^^*^^^^ agitation for their re¬ 
organisation tendered a written ^ president of the 

leased at the intervention of p But the leaders were re- 

then Jana Sangh President. The^^ i!- Chander Sharma, the 

the hoisting of the party flag ^ occasion for agitation was 
Jammu College to which som National Conference at the 
indictive punishments to the had taken objection, 

t e situation by the police creatf.^ ^*td tactless handling of 
of^tL^^D ^ i'^stification for ^ ^'loation in which the Gov- 
intervention S? prominent leaders 

ter wuhou, ponfolio, lyenga,, ,h, ,hen Union Minis- 


themselves with the the 

released either after nn^^^.^^^^had leaders to dissoci 

tion, each time witho„t^^‘^^‘’"^'t or condemned, they w 

Parishad to build un s. i '^ondif an outside interv 

P ^ ’"^dershio ,'''n. This helped the P. 

its own prestige. 
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ORIGIN AND. GROWTH OF PRAJA PARISHAD 


I’olilical vacuuiii 


Jammu policy of Kashmiri leaders seems to have been 
marked by an attitude of suspicion. Not only non-National 
Conference leaders were suspected, they would not trust even 
their Jammu colleagues and allow the affairs of the organisation 
to run democratically. At one time the National Conference 
in Jammu city remained suspended for about one year. 


It was in this atmosphere of political vacuum in Jammu 
that first general elections were held. Tlic wholesale rejection 
of the nomination papers of the Praja Parishad candidates, 
allegedly in a pre-planned way, and the manner of the selection 
of the National Conference candidates, particularly from Jammu 
city, provided a further provocation to the people of Jammu. 
The resentment that was accumulating in Jammu due to num^- 
ous other reasons as well could get only one outlet in the £o 
of the Praia Parishad when the National Conference had oe 
made ineflective in Jammu by its own leaders for one reason or 

the other. 


It was at this stage that regional nationalism of 
Kashmir entered into a vicious partnership of promoting 
ofher through mutual conflict. 


(Bimonthly KASHMIR AFFAIRS, Delhi, No 3 

January-February, I960) 
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JAMK4U—A CLUE lO KASHMIR TANGLE 

On August 9, 1953, there 
occurred an explosion in the 
politics of the State, essentially 
as a logical culniination of nccc— 

Icrated tempo of Jammu-Kash- 
mir tension which eventually 
took the form of a tension bet¬ 
ween Kashmir and the rest of 
India. I and my colleagues had 
cried hoarse about this predict¬ 
able and avoidable development 
rep,■e.amio,,, ^ ' 

md Cher “ 

've highlighted the cLT'' ’ 

potcoamies o, .. 

Gurcharan Singh 
bi early 1953 (/,f ^^‘ote 

"™«l Co,„e™4 ^ "~»- 

Pmslmd represent ,5'"^ 
aggressive heal »„,• the 

Kc^lmlr nna Ia,„c, lef^'ns of 

leaders against ^ ^^^hmiri 

P'-aja Parishad /„ heln 

T: the 

f^aslmiiri 

Sheikh T^'n of^ 

”">■ “re Ike "'' 'he "n"'’' 

apparently on Poho 

‘Thi° 
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nXPLOSlVE POTENTIALITIES .OF JAMMU PROBLEM. 

lion’, in early 1953, that Kash¬ 
miri leaders had a vested interest 
in the agitation that Praja Pari- 
shad had launched iti Jammu, 
for it helps them to consolidate 
their jollowing in the Valley. It 
also provided an e.xcuse or justi¬ 
fication for the separatist tenden¬ 
cies of some of them. 


JVe repeatedly pleaded for 
"aiitonotny of the State within 
India und of Jammu within the 
State” tio that aspirations of 
Jammu as well as of Kashmir 
were equally satisfied. 


That nwe not mere Jammu 

indicated by 

i 'Zcrion ,o 
mid arrest of Sheikh Abdullah m 
A iQiitit followed. 

We condemned the action as un- 
i „ocralio> short sighted and 
^‘^'hes-s. that fol- 

hwed fo“'’^^ '■'''fnira- 

Aeietice of Kashmiri aspna 

. neaiast Indian chauvinism. 

us legitimate Dogra atu 

1 miri arges were mere two 

Kf""" ll,e same coin. The 

orlicle, written in 1961, 

es 

‘>f"",fcliee of post-AbtInlliih tie- 
cade- 
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Explosive Potentiality 


of Jammu problem 

Can we speak of a Jamnu n 

to what is known as the Kash How far it i= t"'"™"' 

politics of the State? Problem and to the internal 

, % now it has becomo . • 

so ved either by dismissing ^^at the problem cannot be 

"-ia Parishad (now j 

^=“>811) has been joinet* by the 
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explosive potentialities of JAMMU PROBLEM 


Communists in complaining that Jammu is not being treated 
fairly. It would, however, be rather far fetched to credit either 
of them with the responsibility of creating the entire discontent 
of Jammu. When the Kashmiri colleagues of the latter chided 
them for degenerating into a narrow and regional politics, their 
only defence was reported to be that they wanted to survive. 
Politicians, in fact, rarely create a trend. They often merely 
try to make use of it. Of course, some do it less scrupulously 
than others while most of them can also accentuate or channe- 
lise a given sentiment. 

Crux of problem 

Any political worker of Jammu can give you a long 
catalogue of grievances of his province in various fields, ad¬ 
ministrative, developmental and political. But the late 
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, who brought Jammu to the poli¬ 
tical map of India, hit at the heart of the problem when he des¬ 
cribed it as psychological. 


A psychological problem need not entirely be due to tangi- 
\y\e causes. Nor can it always be solved through material con¬ 
cessions. In material terms, Jammu is possibly better off 
than it was under any previous regime. Relatively also Jammu’s 
share in the prosperity achieved by the State in recent years 
not much less than that of the Valley. In forests and 
transport—the core of the expanding economy—Jammu perhaps 
fares better. While industrial estates of Jammu are buzzing 
^ith activity, in the Valley they remain unoccupied. The 
contractor and trader of Jammu, too, are not worse off. 


piscriiuination 


But none of the above facts is an answer to the charge that 
jn official policies, assistance to economic development or recruit¬ 
ments and promotions in the administration, Jammu is being 
discriminated against. To take the charge too literally will be 
j-Q credit the present rulers of the State with an element of 
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JAMMU—A CLUE TO KASHMIR TANGLE 

idealism-however narrow-of advancing the interests of their 

ti ^ of power and nepotism also 

S '- “ “"ceivable that on these con- 

But if Jammu does cet moL ilh u' 

job holders, under the present it ' if 

Opposition which is figlina for 7 ^erve-that of the 

people can feel agitated about 

and positions, it is due to th ^ Jammu in the jobs 

in it. It is fairly obvious tha^ Psychological satisfaction implied 
than of material wealth. timniu is hungry more of power 

Lo.ss of power 

The contrast between two •* 

when a member of it wielded , ^“^^^ons of a community__ 

State and when none of its ^ ^cilute powers over the entire 
the system of power—is to "'I’^^^rs has an effective share in 
psychological value. If ^ ^ring to be dismissed as of no 
added sentimental force to origin of the ruler 

a corresponding but opposite i movement of Kashmir 

Jammu could not be 
he demand of abrogation ot ,e by basing itself on 

pphcable ,0 Kashmir alone ^"•'itsar Treaty Ihich was 

nsht to rale Jammn. ™Pl«dly conceded the Maharala” 

This character of K. , 
justification for it ^"^^hmiri 

Dogra intellectuals wbrj,"' '“'">100^'" ^"’’1^''",‘ 
tien-ocracy in Jammn V? n T « j ' 

, and made an effective e ' " "tJono „ , °®" "Sht I 

a remarkable tribute to m '''"""‘'on to 
conviction. This vp> ideolo • Pohtics of Jammu, 

network of the NatiofI, ^^Pandell 
on a mass basis. ^onferen^g ^ ^’.nfter ^ 947 , to form 

^^S^nisation in the provh 


"ta' was the Share of 

j tl 


‘‘nJlTlU in ^ , . 

a power after its trans 
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EXPLOSIVE POTENTIALITIES OF JAMMU PROBLEM 

The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
t>y what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 
criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the goverxmental change-over of 1953, Jammu’s 

share in power_in the ruling organisation and government— 

did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 
representation in Parliament and the cabinet, if Jammu still 
remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 
power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

New frustrations 

Firstly, quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
<^ity and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, in the new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

Thirdly, gradually the new local power holders, as the 
situation turned out to be, tended to become more a source of 
corruption and patronage than prestige and inspiration. 
Finally the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi- 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense of 
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idealism—however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
region. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
dictate their decisions. It is conceivable that on these con- 
^ alone, a region may get a better share than the other. 

u more jobs, whose interests the new 

n present set up, will serve—that of the 

figliting for their jobs or the ruling party? 
Deoole ^ illusion about the answer. • If still the 

an/nosifin ^bout the share of Jammu in the jobs 

in it. It is'^fairlv oh^-^ psychological satisfaction implied 

than of material wealtr" 

Loss of power 

when a meniber^^r.f'^^^'^^f'’ situations of a community— 

State and when nonp^ 'J'fided absolute powers over the entire 
the system of power-°^ members has an effective share in 
psychological value Tf^ 1°° dismissed as of no 

added sentimental tore. "on-Kashmiri origin o the ruler 

a corresponding hm the political movement of Kashmir 

ruled out. The Oi impact on Jammu cou d not he 

the demand of ahr * • movement, by basing itself ^ 

applicable to Kashm?"^',°" ^he Amritsar Treaty which .^as 
right to rule Jamm/ ^ impliedly conceded the Maharaj^,^ 

justification Lr p Kashmiri movement-—be 

Dogra intellectuals formidable difficulties for 

democracy i„ ° Wre engaged in their own 

and made an effective nucleus of them did exj^. 

a remarkable tribute ^ to the politics of Janimp • 

conviction. This verv 1 oa 7 o 

"^t^vork of the expanded, after 1947 to 

a mass basis. Conference organisation m the pr^^.^^^a 

What Was the qi 

Jammu in power after its 
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EXPLOSIVE POTENTIALITIES OF JAMMU PROBLEM 


The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 


The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
b what mi^ht be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
t'L. ...» to a feeling that the policy was not to dis- 

criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

.. ooverxmental change-over of 1953, Jammu’s 

After inc o . . 

. _in the ruling organisation and government— 

share in po has been widest dispersal of power since 

did increase. , terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 

then in parliament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 

tisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 
remained .jjy and the manner of its distribution, 

power as its 


New friistratr®**^ 

titatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
Firstly, pistrict, the core of Duggar and most vocal 

city and Jammu has not increased adequately, 
centres of protest, 


the new set up there was so much concen- 
Secondly, functions and decision making in a single 

tration of po''^® dispersal of power became less real, 
person that the 

dually the new local power holders, as the 
Thirdly, to be, tended to become more a source of 

situation turned patronage than prestige and inspiration, 
corruption ^^gs of “buying over” of many leading opposi- 

Finally, the ruling party further created a sense of 

tion workers 
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idealism—however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
region. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
dictate their decisions. It is conceivable that on these con- 

Bur'irJnmlT’l'' the Other. 

job holders, under the" orLm i. n ’ 

Opposition which is twin fh b r 

There cannot be a„y°i|lns 1 o„ abol' al*' "i'rstr.h' 

people can feel agitated nhmif tv. u answer. It still the 

and positions, it is due to the ^ t Jammu in the jobs 

in it. It is fairly obvious tint ° og'cal satisfaction implied 
than of material wealth ^rnmu is hungry more of power 

Los.s of power 

The contrast ♦ 

when a member of it wieldpT^ situations of a community— 
State and when none of it<; ^ powers over the entire 

the system of power_is too ^^s an effective share in 

psychological value, if ^bp ^ dismissed as of no 

added sentimental force to ^he ruler 

a corresponding but opposite imni ^ of Kashmir, 

ruled out. The Quit Kashmi ^ ^ on Jammu could not be 

applicable to Kashmi, alone -as 

right to rule Jammu. ’ ^P^edly conceded the Maharaja’s 

This character of K i, ■ 

justification for it „ ^^^hmiri movement—whnt« u 

Dogra iotellectcalsdifflculu"“f f 

democracy in Jammu Thl “®aged in their own 
, and made an cffecti„ “ strong nucleus of m ^ 

a remarkable tribute toThl-"’"','™ Ponies o?! 

conviction. This ° «lcological clarity Jl '! 

network of the Na,i„l""f “ expanded, after ,5., “"/S' 

on a mass basis. Conference organisati • ' ^ 

^ ^n the province 

What was the ci. 

“f Jammu in power ^fte • 

^ after Its transfer? 
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. EXPLOSIVE POTENTIALITIES OF JAMMU PROBLEM 

The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
by what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 

criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the governmental change-over of 1953, Jammu s 
share in power—in the ruling organisation and government 
did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 

representation in Parliament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 

remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 

power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

New frustrations 

Firstly, quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
city and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, in the new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

Thirdly, gradually the new local power holders, as the 
situation turned out to be, tended to become more a source o 
corruption and patronage than prestige and inspiratio 
Finally, the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense o 
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idealism however narrow—of advancing the interests of their 
e^ion. Possibly considerations of power and nepotism also 
sider L decisions. It is conceivable that on these con- 

But if^T^ ^ one, a region may get a better share than the other. 

job holderTTndlrts^^^ interests the new 

OoDositinr. ’ u- i • Present set up, will serve—that of the 

There cannot lighting for their jobs or the ruling party? 

people ca^ fL, ^^e answer. * If still the 

^^nd positions ^bout the share of Jammu in the jobs 

in it. It is die psychological satisfaction implied 

than of material^ ^ ^^ous that Jammu is hungry more of power 

I-nss of power 

^vhen a member^^ between two situations of a community— 

State and when ^ welded absolute powers over the entire 

the system of members has an effective share in 

psychological valir^^~~7^^ glaring to be dismissed as of no 

a ded sentimental ^ non-Kashmiri origin of the ruler 
^ corrpct^__ force to th^ i _. .r 


sentimental f non-Kashmiri origin of the ruler 

^ ^orresponjij^ to the political movement of Kashmir, 

^ out. ^ ^Wosite impact on Jammu could not be 

nn^ of movement, by basing itself on 

S'f' Kasfc" 

° Jaiumu conceded the Maharaja’s 

'TU! 


This chn 

justifient: '^racter of v i. • . 

Door^ . " for it Kashmiri movement—whatever be the 
‘icrnocrn'^'^'^l'^^^'Jals formidable difficulties for the 

and niari^^ ^anirnu. engaged in their own fight for 

^ remaru^ ^ffectivp ^ nucleus of them did exist 

convictiQ tribute politics of Jammu, is 

NetWork verv ^‘^^°^°§*eal clarity and courage of 

mal ^ationL r expanded, after 1947, to form a 
oasis. onference organisation in the province 

^ha ■ 


file share f 

o Jammu in power after its transfer? 
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The National Conference, which had assumed the entire power, 
was till then an almost a Kashmiri party. It could not find 
many people in Jammu worthy of its trust. It could not make 
an adjustment even with the anti-Maharaja group of Jammu. 
Strangely, the group that had carried a campaign for the abdi¬ 
cation of the Maharaja and organised a deliverance day on his 
actual abdication in 1949, was expelled from the organisation. 

The Political and administrative affairs of the province were 
entrusted to a secretary of a Minister. Jammu was thus ruled 
by what might be called fourth level of Kashmiri leadership. 
That gave rise to a feeling that the policy was not to dis¬ 
criminate merely against communal and reactionary elements 
but against the entire people. 

After the goversmental change-over of 1953, Jammu’s 
share in power—in the ruling organisation and government— 
did increase. There has been widest dispersal of power since 
then in geographical terms. Far off regions of Jammu got 
representation in Parliament and the cabinet. If Jammu still 
remained dissatisfied, it was not so much about quantum of 
power as its quality and the manner of its distribution. 

frustrations 

Firstly, quantitatively and qualitatively the share of Jammu 
city and Jammu District, the core of Duggar and most vocal 
centres of protest, has not increased adequately. 

Secondly, in th? new set up there was so much concen¬ 
tration of power, functions and decision making in a single 
person that the dispersal of power became less real. 

^ Thirdly, gradually the new local power holders, as the 

ituation turned out to be, tended to become more a source of 
^orruption and patronage than prestige and inspiration. 
Finally, the process of “buying over” of many leading opposi¬ 
tion workers by the ruling party further created a sense of 
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demoralisation among the people in general and opposition 
aroups in particular. To this may be added the frustrations 
that the people of Jammu shared with those elsewhere, which 
sot mixed up with regional discontent for want of all State 
opposition outlets. 

Whatever be the change in the decree of discontent, the 

O w 

will to resist and the capacity to strike of the people of Jammu 
have been markedly declined. The consequent frustration has 
possibly grown. 

The current frustrations may usefully be studied, for 
sake of analysis and a programme for action, in two parts. 
Firstly, those which the people suffer as citizens of the State 
and secondly, what are supposed to be due to their belonging 
to Jammu. In both cases cooperation and goodwill of the 
people of other regions is of vital importance. A regional ap¬ 
proach for the solution of purely regional problems can^ be 
self-defeating. For it will force the people of the other regions 
to rally around the ruling group, however, unpopular it other¬ 
wise may be. We have seen how with the support of one 
region, the rulers of the State have suppressed the urges of the 
other region and vice versa 

Till Jammu and Kashmir learn to respect and defend the 
aspirations of each other, both will continue to suffer. We 

^ is as much in the interest of Kashmir 

as a o ammu to devise constitutional and political measures 
for sa e-guardmg the interests of the latter (which alone is the 
subject matter of the present discussion). 

Handicaps of Jammu 


geneity and easv political . importance, cultural ic 

a comparative L^"'"''>"ications of the Valley put Jammi 
phical, religious 

otnstic and caste divisions. Those who 
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for the right of Jammu rarely have an emotional conception of 
what constitutes Jammu. If Jammu is to get its due share, it 
must first strive to become a meaningful entity as such. 

To the extent Jammu depended upon Praja Parishad for 
its ideological and organisational strength, its effective role in 
the politics of the State was reduced. What is worse from the 
point of view of Jammu is that the ideology and organisation, 
wedded to Hindu chauvinism of India, isolated the Dogra com¬ 
munity from the rest of the province by creating a psychological 
barrier, along the Chenab, more insurmountable than the physical 
barrier of the great river. 

Jammu’s stature can rise as the stature of its leadership 
rises in the State. It is true that Praja Parishad at one stage, 
provided leadership to Bhartiya Jana Sangh, but its incapacity 
to throw up an all State, and even all Jammu leadership, 
helped in dwarfing the stature of Jammu within the State. 

In some respects, Jammu is in a position to take initiative. 
If Jammu sufi’ers from some handicaps, it has also some privi¬ 
leges as compared to Kashmir, in terms of larger amount 
of freedom, for instance. It is Jammu’s historic responsibility 
and privilege to take a lead in the struggle for restoration of civil 
liberties and extension of democratic rights all over the State. 
Those swearing by the memories of Dogra warriors, who ex¬ 
tended the political influence of Jammu far and wide, forget 
that the weapons of nineteenth century have become obsolete. 
The real service that the Dogra patriots can do to the spirit of 
their past and the national interest is by extending the influence 
Qf national ideas and institutions. 

Iiitcr-depeiuleiicc of Jaiiiniu and Kashniir 

As the unity and strength of Jammu is dependent upon 
^nd will release the same political forces as are also vital for 
^lie unity and strength of the entire State, active support for 
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the above programme of action should be available from en¬ 
lightened Kashmiris. 


It is perhaps more than an accident that even on as ex¬ 
plosive an issue as that of accession, aspirations of each region 
cou only be satisfied with the help of the other region. The 
itQ A of Kashmir seemed to be satisfied with what 

known differences^ accession. As is n<^ well 

ment of Indi ' Kashmiri leaders and the Govern- 

that the forrn^ 1^53 centred round the degree of autonomy 
nomy of the logical corollary of the auto¬ 
nomy for ^ ^ '''ithin India was a somewhat similar auto- 

y Jammu within the State. 

It is now m 

its autonomy sim^l^^ ^iear that Kashmir could not defend 
nomy to Jammu^^ ^^cause it had not conceded similar auto- 
simply because it a- Jammu failed to get autonomy 

The Kashmiri chai support the autonomy of the State, 

communalist, thus who dubbed Jammu’s demand as 

while Praja Parishod ^ ^'^service to the cause of Kashmir, 
P^o what it Called f u ^ ^^^nnelising the demand for autonomy 
We have seen th harmed the interests of Jammu. 

^^rger alone has not solved its problem. 

, ^^rhaps the h 

Kashmiri', Kashmir problem was 

waswrert and th^r'^" between the 

and its . ,^^inly Lee of India was known. It 

tialities Were^^^^ ^^mu was not taken into confidence 

1953 attended to. The explosive poten- 

between tinderTts^^T completely exhausted in 

long o . ^^^tnir and th exists or is further attempted 

content ^^^^^tiues to India can hardly be lasting as 

^ I^iUmu ^ ^^reatened by the smouldering dis- 

of ® Political 

Very measures outlined above— 

chily^ do require an attitude of sympathy 
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and understanding on the part of New Delhi and Srinagar but 
essentially they imply a crucial responsibility on the Dogra 
statesmen who are passing through one of the gravest phases of 
tlie history of their land. 

I 

(Bimonthly KASHMIR AFFAIRS, Delhi, No. 10, 

March-April, 1961) 
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The preceding article provok¬ 
ed a refreshing rejoinder from a 
Kashmiri leader, which was pub¬ 
lished in the Kashmir Affairs 
(May-Jiine, 1961). j/j/j 
being reproduced here, for it 
forcefully supplements the other 
studies of the problem included 
m this volume, from the impor¬ 
tant angle of an enlightened 
i^cishmin. 


ne aumor d,d „o, permit me 
to eevee h,s idemUy. 

iMess I lake the liberty ot indt 
cetlas that he teas houLs an 
important portfolio i,, 

Abdullah’s government 7 

still an outstanding 

of the Valley. /{( man 

under detention in 
jails of Kashmir. 

The fate of thp 
tragic reminder of 77""' “ 

have-beens of JCnd ^'’ould- 
tlad he express^ 7 
when in power or / '^iews 
vinced his coIIp„ 

v^evvj. who knows to," X 
course of events , “'^ere/ir 
in Kashmir. have been 


Hut how far 

the event? wiser after 


46 


May 1961 


A Kashmiri Viewpoint 


Debate on Jammu Problem 

I do not know if tlic people of Jammu arc in fact 
discriminated against. But from my point of view the important 
hin-^ is that they, on the whole, have the feeling that they arc 
being discriminated against. And why have they this feeling? 

Before I go into that question it is necessary to have some 


/ 
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• 

mental picture of what is Jammu i.e. what constitutes Jammu. It 
is not a compact area and the extent of its homogeneity has to 
be looked into. Historically speaking this region had many 
separate principalities which were joined together by a common 
ruler. But the common ruler did not, rather could not, bind 
them together. The tribal and clanish loyalties remained. The 
common interest of ruling Kashmir forged some links but the 
common man continued to adhere loyalty to sect, tribe or clan, 
for purposes of having a sense of security, which is a raison de’tre 
for such loyalties. Jammu meant the ruler and the beneficieries 
XT politically it was not conscious as a whole. 

No leadership could come from the middle class or the upper 
cl^ass as both were identified with the ruling class. Add to this 

fnHlitS f ^ mountaneous area with few 

keot the communications. The geographical isolation 

Sie wasTr his ignorance, content in the 

^iS "T "°"tact with the out- 

he had no opportunity to • 

influenced by lider movemenlT^ 

the other hand, have ha^r h " Kashmir, on 

living in a compact area and^h homogeneous, 

political and social currents influenced by the outside 

problems and common feelines .‘'^‘""''‘"ications, common 

organisations with economic ^^em together. Political 

arousing ,hoi, consciousness and mainSlrg 
Vacuum in Jammu 

Jammu, of course had also 

Sabha, Mahajan Sabha Muslim organisations Kke Dogra 

ed within limited sphere and etc. but they work- 

programmes. The sudden Political and economic 

collapse of the dynastic ruirfoir''- sub-continent and 

threw all such forces out of curri upheavals of 1947 

ost their moorings and felt uproot wilderness. Th®7 

In this vacuum came in 
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the impact and rule of the National Conferen^ of 

For a while these forces were silenced. The National Co ^ 

ence of Kashmir had no roots in Jammu and it 

any. The net result was that the vaeuum was left unh ^ 

till 1950-51 when the general politieal consciousness i ^ 

urged to assume a form. It is common knowledge that m » 

stresses and strains extremist elements eome to the ^orc. 

was, therefore, natural that the trends such as Dogra re^ _ 

Hindu communalism, economic dissatisfaction and pohtiea 

certainty joined together to fill the vacuum. ^ 

digress a little. What is it which is behind a tribal, 

sectarian loyalty? Apart from social systems 'vh.ch m g^ 

responsible for breeding them, it is also ue to tie ye 

the innate desire for having a sense o securi y. sense 

or other we all want to live in groups because tha gi 

of security. Where ignorance and backwardness pr g^^urity 

rules, it is but natural that the common man sio exploits 

in narrow loyalties. Often the politician, mowing » 

his ignorance, hatred and fear and ma 'es appe 

loyalties. 

For various reasons Jammu provided a beginning 

to exploit the ignorance of the common man. princes 

the Hindu communal parlies of India, cons.derrng the P 

as a prop for themselves, had an eye on ^ their 

days of partition tlie communal parties a 1” centres of 

programmes. Jammu became one of organisations. 

the R.S.S., the counterpart R s"s**1^"^trikT^'1ootr°liere. For 
There was more reason for R.S.S. to . ocople. 

the princely rulers wanted political suppor ro 


Regionalism 

Here my point is to recount the events 'vhich proj 
semi-political consciousness into a larger con creating 

these local loyalties were lingering, a need was . . them 

a certain feeling of fraternity in them and thereby binding 
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together. Under the stress of events and circumstances it was 
but natural that this larger consciousness should assume the 
eomplexion of Hindu communalism. Jammu felt sandwitched 
between Kashmiri nationalism and Indian nationalism. These 
factors have given birth to a regional sentiment in Jammu which 
on account of the following factors seem to have been stabilised i 


1. The dispute over Kashmir that has given rise to fears 
and perpetuated a sense of uncertainty; 

2. Tlic absence of good administration which could have 
inculcated in them self-confidence and hope; 

Total centralisation of powers by the National Con¬ 
ference in Kashmir leaving little scope for local ini¬ 
tiative; ^ 


4. 

5. 

6 . 


Tlie complex of being numerically less than Kashmiris 
an a feeling that the local leadership is not capable; 


Tnri: attitude from secular-minded parties in 

inaia who * 1 - 

dema d thought to be more responsive to the 

^ of Kashmir than that of Jammu. 

Shadows of Kashmir. 


Jaiiunu needs sympathy 
I have hinted at th 

Jammu and the faiiu 'vacuum caused in the political life of 
was but natural that^^i National Conference to fill it. It 

try to fill it. Tlic Pr local organisation should spring up to 

like Jana Sangh and m Organisations 

it. So far as I ^^ahasabha for their own reasons wooed 

programme. Its Parishad has no economic or political 

ments. But it appeal seems to be to regional senti- 

the people must be cl saying that this consciousness of 

It would be a creative and positive ways, 

will add to the generar^H-^° suppress this consciousness. It 

discontent and frustration. It is un- 
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A KASHMIRI VILWI'OINT ■ 

t , f ti,nt in ihc name of the interest of the nation, the 
fortunate tliat in tne nani'- , „ , tf ic not 

1 • • have been si enced off and on. 

awakenings in Jammu na%e ui. . . natural 

a queslio,. of economic grievance alone; ,t ,s an “'£‘; “ 
and nndcrstandabic, and musl find healthy pohheal 
Politically Kashmir might be important but so long as ant 

and Kashmir continue to li™ m mental isolat.on f™" '• 

■1 -finn frrrrES of seeulansm and progress can oe v. 

other, no positive torccs >-’1 ^ . ‘ - . , gt 

pcctcd to emerge. Any poney i p f , , •ii„r,itimatc 
of Jammu is wrong as also any surrender before 

demands. It is morally wrong m jmppress a P'»P>'= „ 

,• • c ^.occinns will and do lead to wrong channel 

pedrenetes. Supp . m"' the 

of expres ton. This will benefrt Kashmtr 

peop c o ammi a people politically corrupt, cco- 

as well The P".„,in „i„ all. The 

nomteally paras,tie and m 

s rongest bonds a"J^ p tread alone. Therefore rhe 

the spirit. Man docs noi \ f c ir i onH suP- 

r ..•••„ Tnmmii in the name of Kashmir ana 

policy of victimising Jamnn i ^ „ tnndcncy 

. . :iU ihc fear of Jammu leads to a teiiacu’^^ 

pressing Kashmir with tne ^ f ’ • ♦ v in the 

which cuts It the very roots of State s integrity, resulting m u 
wh ch cuts at > , and Kashmir and thus creating 

widening of gulf between jau 

. c imitrars Often It happens that those who nav 

wide scope for exploiters. i k ripnnlc 

• 1 jf 1- nnd legit matc grievances of Jammu peopi 

voiced the fee mgs and legun** ^ p, • ,f„p,ncf many 

, • -1 in the name of the larger interest, many 

were coerced into silence in m f onti-na- 

1 • . A .M-rrad and are being considered as anti na 

who persisted were dubbea ai vicious 

,. ; . . r „,tributing motives has resulted in a vicious 

tional. This practice or aiinon o . • u ii,^„.acralves 

• , ^ • „rvac lecit mate and genuine by themselves, 

circle. Many ^ are 

are being ignored because hey P 

Uiought to be Hindus. It is no fault of theirs. 

IS predominantly PoP^fthey must not be considered 
Therefore, if they have guc^^ 

be communal. J^^^jnant population of-these two 
1C y 1 erent. e ^ybjeh determine and influence to 

regions profess two rehg j, jjfg Therefore the effort 

a very large extent their on understand 

should be to find what is common n 
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them by understanding the background which moulds their out¬ 
look. Thus alone can feelings of fraternity be fostered between 
them. It must be noted that economically they are interdepen¬ 
dent but the economic problems of the two are to a large extent 
different. An example would illustrate this. The problem of 
irrigaticm and pure drinking water is grave in Jammu. It is not 
so m as mir where the primary problem is sufficiency and 

ther^e^orr h allocation under each head cannot, 

the reaction^ 3'*b!>th°"theTe 

reason of nature of cirof pressures by 

arc divergently opposite "Jh reactions 

further. It is uZrt n’t consequences widens the gulf 

tercsted persons 0 X 010^11 understanding this, in- 

other. situation and play one against the 

There is, no doubt ‘j 

among the people of j ’^‘aespread dissatisfaction and feeling 
against and neglected ‘^cy are being discriminated 

been generated becau feeling might have 

Kashmir. But it is ^ political importanc given to 

responsive to public ^ ^ have not been 

and distrust separates^^tb*”’^ Jammu. A wall of suspicion 
of the people of Jamm representation 

examined in 1953 x government service, the issue was 
there was no discrimi ^ '^pression is that the data showed 
hand, the figures sho'JIS°‘' "^^lect then. On the other 
people from Jammu far ^ number of posts held by 

tion, they were entitled what, on the basis of popula- 

has improved since then anH ^ suppose that the situation 

should not have any Uie people of Jammu 

ehmees of employmenfflj;™"- 5*"" ‘^53 the avenues and 
y increased in the c. ^ of Jammu have tremend- 

Mlitieal Ltd o’’®" ’’avr comparatively the 

man 5 SC" '« CZ ^he walk of 

does no?^ disappeared, but the 

seem to come out of that isolation. 
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That is why wa find that many J,' 

employed in the rest of n la, ^ 

Muslims who have been able 0 ■ 

to go into this comparison but ^one » 

recruitment in services is not th 

Recognition of Jammu’s entity 

In my opinion the trouble .lies e^ognition of 

Jammu as an entity. It is o entity would 

Jammu as a separate political 

not find favour with those who ‘ • 5 gut they don’t 

cognition would lead to separatis between Jammu and 

seem to take into account the fact ^ 

Kashmir there is already more P in both the 

There is no common political ggg of Jammu must 

regions. Any way, the lacks a leadership, 

find a recognition. In niy opinio recent political con- 

wise and bold enough to channe ize^ ^ cultural entity. At 
sciousness into creative ways. Jamm requires 

least in that field it must have full t^e people At 

a wise leadership and a sense of played one against 

present they seem to be content wi ^„gUniir had been sup- 
the other. The urges of the ° opportunity for their 

pressed for long. They found a su Kashmir was 

expression. Simultaneously, th® '^'rherefore, the expression 
projected into political importance. importance and 

of these long suppressed urges assumes r jn this 

becomes the focus of attention an ^^g^ting and leaving 
process Jammu remained overshadowe , Unfortunately the 
behind the impression of it being neg e negative and 

first expression of its consciousness pf its recog¬ 
reactionary attitudes which has harmed ^ ^j^ipij. 

nition. Lately, some amends have been .g^e surround- 

they are adequate. The present u„ld stand on the cultural 
mg the Jammu people calls forth a do concrete steps 

plane at least. I should therefore thinR 
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should be taken to give Jammu full cultural autonomy with 
constitutional guarantees. So far as the question of giving 
Jammu a constitutional status is concerned, I am afraid it is 
bristled with many difficulties and obstacles. It may be recalled 
that Jammu has been agitating for full merger constitutionally 
while Kashmir had been struggling for retaining as much of 
autonomy as it could. This has set in a certain habit of thought. 
With this in view any demand for conceding a constitutional 
status to Jammu would be very difficult to achieve. 


I recollect that in 1951 and 1952 there was a move at a 
igh level for giving to Jammu some sort of a constitutional 
status. A scheme was worked out and discussed thoroughly. A 
kind of federal relationship between Kashmir and Jammu was 
envisaged. It was, however, opposed by higher authorities who 

Ka.hmt T' separating from 

in Tnmmn afterwards the agitation for full merger 

ned Conv context and the idea was drop- 

would now he '^tit I don’t think it 

it and fritter ^ ^ Jammu to agitate for 

autonomrmust? ^ ^^id, full cultural 

fraternity of feelint ‘s also very important that a 

mir and the presem Sifw*^^ Postered between Jammu and Kash- 
of thinking which ln« ^'''tirds two opposite trends and habits 
be substitued by somethTnl^'”^^ Hindu-Muslim complexion must 
fulfilment and opportunitiesToT"'”''t'" 

r creative and positive urges. 

Cultural autonomy 

.antia?o„:l“'r:L:r. •“ -US, be a subs- 

to keep them calm Th’^ eye-wash, a half-hearted measure 

formative period of den, develop. 

is absolutely essential stabilisation of freedom, tf 

saged and helper Thf' ‘-‘iatives must be encou- 

this initiative. At bas 

present power poliUea „way ‘bP 
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chances for these local initiatives to develop and take roots 

‘ , . helieved for trust begets trust. And no people 

eop e hostages for others, for freedom and 

can e rea . jg the common heritage of all. 

peace are indivisible, n = 

(Bimonthly KASHMIR AFFAIRS, Delhi No^ ID 
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In the general elections of 
1962 the main plank of the Praja 
Parishad (now Jana Sangh) and 
the Democratic National Confer¬ 
ence (left Communists) in 
Jammu was that the province 
was being discriminated against 
in services and development ac¬ 
tivity. 


This to me was a superficial 
and self-defeating approach to 
the problem. At a public meet¬ 
ing at Jammu on July 4, 1961, I 
maintained that the basic cause 
of Jammu's discontent was 
neither economic nor adminis¬ 
trative policies of the Govern¬ 
ment but its feeling that it was 
not getting a proper share in 
political power. In my election 
manifesto that reached almost 
evety voter of jny constituency 
ond 7nany others, 1 warned 
against attempts to excite popu¬ 
lar sentiments of Jammu on 
^nti-Kashmir slogans. 

The manifesto entitled The 
Third Way and excerpts of which 
are reproduced in the following 
pages, rejected the two preva- 
lent moods of the people of 
Jammu viz either surrender or 
aggressiveness to Kashmiri 
rulers. It pleaded for the third 
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course of friendship and equality 
between Janvnu and Kashmir, 

I do not know how many 
votes I lost or gained due to this 
approach. But the hate 
Kashmir campaign did no longer 
remain an integral patt of the 
election campaign of the opposi^ 
tion parties in Jammu. 



$ 



January 1962 


The Third Alternative 

Jammu has expressed its discontent . a 

through many a way. But the discont ^ 

lessen. Why is Jammu’s voice withont^'^L 
real cause of the discontent? Would tV. 
be solved by the slogan of “full accession”*^ Problem of Jammu 
in services? ^n additional share 

To talk of Jammu problem is 

provincialism. Some 
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people are, no doubt, motivated by a provincial approach, -niey 
only add to the complexities of the problem as also to the dith- 
culties of the rest of the country. But it is not only possible 
but also necessary to study a regional problem like this without 
parochialism and prejudice. If, for instance, timely and impar¬ 
tial consideration had been given to linguistic and regional prob¬ 
lems, there would have been far less tension in the country 

today. 

other states of India, too, had problems like Jammu. But 
cultural linguistic and religious diversity between Jammu and 
Kashmir is perhaps more pronounced. Moreover, Jammu’s 
discontent and anger provoke an unhealthy effect on Kashmir 
which helps the efforts that are being constantly made from 
across the border to undermine the loyalty of its people. 

Jaiiiniu—a wall between Kashmir and India 

Jammu is a vital link between the Valley and the rest of 
the country. ' It is in the interest of the whole nation to streng¬ 
then the link. If an earnest and sympathetic attempt had been 
made to solve the problem of Jammu, the unfortunate crisis of 
Auaust 1953 might have been avoided. It was discontent of 
Jainmu that led to such circumstances as also devoured a per¬ 
sonality lik^ Doctor Shyama Prasad Mukerjee. Jammu was 
allowed to become such a wall between the Valley and the rest 
of India as has so far not cracked. 

Economic distress as such cannot be the cause of Jammu s 
discontent. For there is incontrovertible evidence to prove 
that Jammu’s relative progress is faster. Only two districts of 
Jammu pay more income tax than the whole of the Valley. The 
deposits of banks, insurance business, number of vehicles and 
consumer durables point to the same conclusion. According to 
the socio-economic survey by the Census Commission, Jammu 
is by fur the most prosperous district of the State. But the 
same district is also the most vocal centre of discontent. 
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True, much of the new prosperity is rendered meaninS ^ 
for honest and fixed income people due to rising prices, 
creasing inequalities, corruption and nepotism. But is it ^ 
tinctive feature of Jammu? May be Kashmir is a worse 
in this respect too. 

Jammu economically better off 

Recruitment to Government service is supposed to be 
other cause of tension. . However, only a small percentage ^ 

.. , the services. Moreover, in the 

lar circumstances of the State, Government employees tencl_ 

e mere tools in the hands of the ruling party instead of 
fir as T T ""'ght belong to. Further as 

hem do concerned, many 

thein do seek avenues in Delhi and Punjab whereas educated 

“o “ -“Jp fron. 

reprelentadon^L" \h^ economic field nor laeh of 

Jammu ul 1 ! ^hat causes discontent J 

and administration 

it is possible for a’reaion'm'^ discriminated against, 

against. Whether the Progress despite being discrimm 
-ong is not as imoltanT" discrimination is right or 

complain about it. the people of 

over a man from^Jamml^it^"^^'^ Kashmir gets prefctc^J^^ 

'«;«• Bu. such i„SsV°“ 'he cLhomy o' 

helplessness in Jammu. The nh • ^ humiliation 

P amt of discrimination is that implication of the e 
lustice to somebody else and dn of Jammu loo^ 

their masters. do not consider themselves to 

Share in power 

Lack of adequate shar^ • 

^hare 
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portant basic problem of Jammu. On getting its share in power, 
Jarnmu’s poverty might become less unbearable. But witliou 
political power and freedom, even prosperity cannot keep it 
happy. 

When the democratic and progressive forces of Jammu 
were engaged in a struggle against the system of monarchy, their 
objective was not merely transfer of power from the Maharaja 
to Kashmir leaders but also to get it shared by the people ot 
•lanmiu. The transfer of power from a Dogra ruler, however 
autocratic, to Kashmir leaders, however popular, could not be 
a source of psychological satisfaction to the people of Jammu. 
For Kashmir leaders did not share it with them. Not even the 
anti-Maharaja group of Jammu could win their confidence. 

Tlic way Jammu was ruled by the fourth grade leadership 
of Kashmir encouraged the impression that the new leaders 
were not interested in fighting the reactionary and communal 
elements of Jammu but wanted to rule it without sharing power 

with its people. 

It is unfair to blame Kashmiris for this state of affairs. 
Their own worries are no less serious than those of Jammu. It 
is idle to complain against the rulers. For very few rulers like 

to share power. 

Bane of Jainniu 

Jammu’s own weaknesses are primarily responsible for its 
present fate. There are two set of weaknesses; some inherent 
in the situation others borne out of stupidity. 

Not only rivers and mountains but also religion, language 
and caste divide people of Jammu from each other. Before 
demanding Jammu’s rights, let its people remove at least the 
man made divisions. 

To the extent Jammu fell back upon the organisational 
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and philosophical support of the Jana Sangh, it lost its effective¬ 
ness in the politics of the State. For it wrote off more than 
one third of the vital Jammu population i.c. of Muslims who 
despite their thousand and one grievances against the Govern¬ 
ment could not make a common cause with the Hindus. Like¬ 
wise about one third of the Hindu population i.e. Harijans and 
t e ulk of peasantry could not join a front led by a party that 
was basically opposed to the land reforms. 


could not throw up a leadership of not to 

did^nrn ^ Jammu level; though it 

Itur. cf„' “ , "> ‘h' Sangh. Jammu's 

a iadar who'Ts “alp^br.: only through 

of Kashmir ^ ^ communities of Jammu as also 


Two forms of defeatism 

It is due to these weaknesses tEat i • -c 

Jammu’s struggle has been in vain sacrifices 

exhaustion among the nolitirM « , ^ ° 

the people. Defeatism is exoress-’^^'^*^^ defeatism anion 

is surrender to the present r^ulers"^ 

geance of current humiliations ’ second is to seek ven 

century ago. The first wav ''*^^°ftes and aggressions of 
while the second is of escape*^ t admission of defea 

are tending to divide the po'rf ways between ther 

none is capable of solving the ' -lanimti. But obviousl 

pect of Jammu and realities ^^nis of the present. Self-res 
should now follow the third w°^ situation demand that i 
relation of friendship and eonam a'way of seeking 

"’ilh Kashmir. 

So far Kashmir was crush 

the latter was deprived of its rLht°^ oI Jammu whil 

the GovernmLf "ame of the forme) 

nresp ^ fanatic prov’ Jammu is provoke 

P sent rulers, whatever be would enable th 

tinpopuiarity^ to rally rouii 
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Knsli.niri people in the task of denying Jammu its rights. Like- 
^ f nronic of Jammu do not completely give up communal 
""'iv Piaf would provoke the Muslim ’ majority of the State 
m organise on communal lines and align themselves against the 
° -nririticq of Jammu. Thus communalism and pro- 

-'r™ ,r Cmu a/much away from i.a goal as surrender 
te"dic' Govcrnmenl. Secular and democratic policies alone can 
lead to Jammu’s deliverance. 

Kashmir and Jammu, Hindus and Muslims would be for- 

rcalitv that without each other s help even 
ced to appruuia c the rcahtj^ >h impression 

their own pccul p tVnf nil Kashmiris are Pakis- 

is sometimes deliberately spread that all Kashmins aic J aKis 

lanis and every body in Jammu is a Sangliitc. This mutual sus- 
picion must be removed. 

The difrereneo on the issue of accession between the vocal 
sections of the two provinces, too, was partly artificial To start 
whh' the ditrercnces centred around what was unfortunately 
desedbed as degree of accession. Tltose who linked the question 
o? relations between the State and the Centre with that of aeces- 
In did not do any service to the cause of accession. For . 
is either accession or de-acccsbiuu. o 

either of them. 

,,, 1 „ tinnt the sloaan of full accession—besides 

We have seen that tnc biuc‘“ 

1 1 tn the cause of accession—has not 

causing irreparable damage to m , 

°;ived the problem of Jammu. Which can only be done by 
enabling Jammu, through constitutional and political measures, 

to participate in the system of power. 


Autonomy 

Jammu needs safeguards within the State on precisely the 
same grounds on which Kashmir feels the need within Indian 
Union. Instead of sentimental and shallow slogans like full 
and limited accession, it is the third and realistic slogan of 
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Jammu s autonomy that can help in the solution of its problem. 

State that was carved and the areas that were annexed 
in t e country by the ancestors of Dogras with the might of the 
wor can e retained by love and political weapons. Jammu 

TodanLinThas ''' 

interests o£ the countrv 

can render to the service that Dogra patriots 

is to make Jammu tl-,o°7 forefathers and to the country 

secularism, democra ^ through which Indian values like 

and socialism may flow into the Valley. 
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KARAN SINGH FORMULA 

Kashmir Governor Dr . Karan 
Singh caused quite a stir in the 
country by approving, in a state¬ 
ment to the London Times, in 
November 1965, the proposal for 
reorganisation of the State on 
linguistic basis. Earlier Romesh 
Thapar, elaborating the same 
idea in the Economic Weekly, 
had made a plea for a Kash¬ 
miri speaking State. The 
Congress and Jana Sangh circles 
in the State reacted sharply and 
condemned the idea. The Chief 
Minister Sadiq called it an im¬ 
ported idea. “If this move was 
allowed to succeed”, he said, “it 
would amount to acceptance of 
two nations theory and would 
gravely weaken the secular 
foundation of the Indian Union . 
He believed that the idea was 
fraught with dangerous conse¬ 
quences and should be lesisted 
with “all our might”. 

' The Jammu and Kashmir Jana 
Sangh working committee 
strongly opposed the idea of dis¬ 
memberment of the State on lin¬ 
guistic basis and favoured the 
formation of a bigger border 
State in northern India, com¬ 
prising Jammu and Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh (April 10, 
1966). 
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Sticking* to my own solution of 
the Jammu problem, that I had 
advocated since 1949 or so, I 
believed Dr. Karan Singh had 
served a purpose in provoking a 
discussion on the problem. 

There is certainly a room for 
differences of view on his specific 
P^ ascription, but I would not 
condemn its basic philosophical 
end political premises. For I 
take it to mean that each cultural 
entity^ in the country must be re-- 
cognised and provided with 
oppof (unities to grow. 

a public talk at Jammu, I 

P eaded for discussing the Karan 

eigh formula in this light. For 

c leved the author of the for- 

I a Would not be dogmatic and 

ec consider constructive aU 

^^^'natives. 
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December 


1965 


Karan Singh Formula 

« 


Report of a public talk at Januuu 

“While India’s superiority over emotional level 

1 lies in her ideology of secular deinoc eharacter of 

es in her recognition of distinc iv ‘ opportunities of 

:he cultures of the land, ^h-ch ,, estab- 

-- of an. Kash^r. 
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Thus observed Mr. Balraj Puri while speaking on the implica¬ 
tions and piobleins of linguistic reorganisation of the State, at 
a meeting of the Democratic Socialist Forum on Sunday, 
December 19, 1965. Mr. D. C. Parshant presided over what 

®*^'*Tiulating and lively, nevertheless, on the 

woe, a igm e discussion on the most controversial issue of 
the day m the State. 

minimum level of loaic .L I- . ^ maintaining a 

a public controversy betwo discussion. He felt 

ter was avoidable and re Governor and the Chief Minis- 

the idea mooted by the "lotives were attributed to 

was a very ordinary person^*^^ Even if the mover of the idea 
tenets of democracy, bette^*^’ deserved, aceording to the basic 
criticism. No idea stand was implied in Mr. Sadiq’s 

cause it was imported_th automatically merely bc- 

to prove that Dr. Karan , *^'^*dence had yet to be adduced 
After all most fashionablp ^ formula was of foreign origin, 
communism and socialisn.^ ideologies of the country like 

t e spea er cited Nlr. Nehn^^*^ i^Rported. In this connection 
nist arty of India as a na ! reference to the Commu- 

ea ers ip and foreign flag ^ foreign ideology, foreign 

®f fheir tE,> '^namunists who must stand or 
the speaker, we « . ^ E.ashmir 

internal problems and cm 7^^ longer negotiable, said 

who sought to link ''’*d'out inh'K- • a discussion of our 

ion hardly did anv 'eternal excitement. Those 

called that he we to the with the issue of access- 

early fifties to conn ^ ‘^'^leeati accession. Mr. Puri re¬ 

ion. Accession, lik^J^'^ '=°>^tro"versv^n 

accession or secess’ ^^’Tiage l ^ limited and full access- 
his wife should cor?^‘ the n . degrees. Either it was 

titutional relations fo relations of a man with 

^ ^hit witlT^'^u^'^*^^^^ convenience the cons- 

f e centre should be shaped by 
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the needs of the situation and in no sense measure degree of 
accession. 

As free citizens of the country, the people of Kastoir had 
every right to demand any type of relation with the Cen re 
ith^ Jammu. To doubt every discordant voice on the s j 
as treason was the surest way to disintegrate the nation. 

j^^gionnl aspirations 

An integrated and strong nation could only emerge, Mr. Pun 
ntinued through growth and synthesis of various divers 
ref of Ihfland a“„d no. by crushing local enUnres. Popnlar 
^ distance offered by Kashmir to Pakistan m 1947 was to a » 
extent due to the fact that Indian leadership J* of 

tTashmiri patriotism for which there was no room m the 

political set up of Pakistan. The crisis of 1953 m Kashmir 
1,1 the culmination of a clash between Kashmiri patrioti 
-no°ra patriotism which eventually led to the clash o 

the Indian nationalism which overwhelmed and crushe _ 
secessionist movement in the Valley owed its ongm to the 
jissatisfied Kashmiri aspirations. Likewise, communa i ^ 

vided an outlet to dissatisfied aspirations o 
^hile a dissatisfied Ladakh also looked nostahgically 

rj’ibet. 

Mr. Puri contended that the aspirations of all __ 

j-egions deserved respect. Each had a rich-—! oug - ^ 

Jltural heritage of its own which needed o intions 

““uraged. Only by appreciation of these diverse aspirations, 

j^utual tension could be eliminated. 

While declining to formulate his views in yes 
Karan Singh formula, Mr. Puri was more keen to c ^ y ^ 

l,asic ideological and political ‘=°""*‘^®"'*^‘°"i^j^o,ogicaUy he was 
criteria for coming to a decision. loeo c y 
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opposed to the conception of uniformity which extreme 
nationalists like Jana Sangh would advocate, supporting unitary 
form of government, without state assemblies and any autonomy 

to cultural regions. This was what had been done in the West 
Pakistan. 


Politically, he wanted adjustments, between the regions of 
the State to restore internal harmony. While he was very firm 
and categorical in his commitments to the basic considerations, 

he did not think it necessary to be rigid about practical measures 
that might be mooted. 

No imposition 


ashmir had a legitimate right, according to Mr. Puri, to 
i^em^d a separate statehood. But it need not be imposed on 
or should Kashmiris or any other people dictate what 
ammu or Ladakh should do for itself. As far as Jammu was 

i ^ A would be acceptable to him that was not 

tnrni • Poonch and Doda and provided for cul- 

^^ithin the province. For its culture was not 

of nnn-K ^^d homogeneous. Likewise, the interests 

After 11^^ rninority in the Valley should not be neglected. 

were arrangement linguistic and cultural minorities 

were bound to remain. 


or<.ai5«tinr*''t" u”"* tlclinitely opposed to any division or 

disCeX™ ° "‘f he thot 

ino the nK- ^ inevitable means of ach 

alternatives outlined. Various constitutu 

in 1950 ari including the one he had prop( 

But measure of autonomy for each reg 

only required arrangements should precede by and ^ 
objectives or. ^'^Snlarise political measures. Conceivably 

nld also be achieved without constitutional char 

Mr. Balraj Puri, vvho was proud to have been a cham 
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of Kasl^miri aspirations, had no 

of Tammu and was not unaware of its genuine grievances. 
ti P rf-al tra^’edy of Jammu was neither the greater share of 
reaions in d'evelopment projects and services but the fact that 
eff^ective leadership in the province only succeeded “ 

■t -nto Hindu Jammu and Muslim Jammu. In fact that 
responsiSrintore than anything e.so_tor the so-called Kashtn.rt 
1 ntinn This domination could not end by transfennc, 
and more subjects from the State to the Centre, as was clear y 
borne out by the experience of the last eighteen years. Unity 
orj^mmu, which implied secularisation of its politics, was thus 
f nrtrequisite of raising the status of Jammu. A contented and 
secular Jammu would also act as a bridge, and not as a wa 
had hither-to been, between the Valley and the rest of India. 


No uniformity 

After new political forces were released, constitutional ^ 
could bT devised accordingly. There was nothing sacrosanct 
nbLt any particular constitutional arrangement. Brothers m 
ioinr family who adjust their system of life according to their 
■mutual convenience better succeeded in avoiding tensions and 
retaining’ more affection for one another than those on w o 
uniform'pattern was imposed by authoritarian parents. Kastom 
^amrnu Ld Ladakh liL good brothers should also demrmme 

their relations according to their convenience bmarurof a joint 
ism and authoritarian imposition. Even the P ^ ^ 

family—if that became a^tressary—would no ^ ^isation 

tr^r,he as it used to be regarded. The linguistic reorg 
of India, after all, did help in removing linguistic tensio 
o ten used to take violent forms. It took tndependent India 

eight years to discover that the best and 

tegration was to recognize distinctive en 

nilfiiral units. This recognition was .necessaiy f,.cme 

“d Kashmir State also, within its f-"' 

work if possible and without that if ne y> 

Mr. Puri. 
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Discussion 

A volley of questions, from various sections of the audience, 
followed this provocative talk. 

Gopal Sachar: My party (Jana Sangh) has been misrepre¬ 
sented. We are not extreme nationalists. We believe in strong 
nationalism. 

Puri: That hardly affects my line of argument. I do not 
think nationalism can become strong if cultural diversities are 
not recognized and a unitary form of Government, advocated by 
the Jana Sangh, is introduced. 

Sachar, If Pakistan is not satisfied with your solution? 

We have alreiH,!^''^ suggested anything to satisfy Pakistan, 
peated whenever to Pakistan that would be re- 

my friend should be m , solutions on us. But 

thnn p-iVistan ^ ^o Satisfy the people of the State 


Sachar * 

solution, changes^ \QadQT, who is satisfied with this 

"ges his mind thereafter.... 

Puri: Even in th 

no effective ban Present and past arrangements, there was 
leader in Kashmir"^ ^hange of minds. Do you imply that no 
change his mind ever be trusted because he might 

““na anytime? 


Suraj Saraf: Wh 

in Kashmir owes > suggest that secessionist movement 

was overwhelmed' ^ to the fact that Kashmiri patriotism 

ism and Dogra ^•'ushed, do you imply that Indian national- 

Abdullah seek an aggressive. Or did not Sheikh 

ministrative fahy ^^^^pe from a situation created by his ad- 

and maltreatment of Jammu? 
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r, • whilP referring to a clash between Kashmiri 
Pun: While reternnc T ndmit Jammu 

^ T had not apportioned blame. i aamu 

°T„c. well and adminia.ralion suffered from many 

weaknesses. 

C er; <^nrnf- But did not Sheikh Abdullah hurt the pride of 
yammt whtcht ^n^ess imporlan. Ihan .he - pride o£ Kashmir 
you have been talking .about. 

Puri: Yes. 

Om Sbraf: Did he not also hurt the vested interest of 
Jammu? 

Puri: Yes. He hurt pride as well as the vested interes 
Jammu. 

Singh Fanchh Were not P”; 

Conference when it was an instrument of hurtin„ the p 

j aniuau? 

Puri: Yes I was. But I was among the first 

naainst crushin<y legitimate aspirations of Jammu, y 
revolt against crusn „ a . j 949.50 would amply 

writings and statements on the subject 

bear me out. But "emim movement 

j-ights of Jammu was sabotaged by-a accession or 

which sought escape for ammu 1 Status for Jammu were 

Lcration. Our efforts to get a better s atus 

f [hwarted by its division on communal basis. J 

^R forefront in defending the honour of Jfnimu, P^^^t 

* * in Jammu acquired a dangerous and un the crisis 

^farted fresh vicious chain of reactions, cu mina 1 ^ 

j 953. Thereafter, undoubtedly I sympathise 
^ *g 5 ed aspirations of Kashmir. 

om Forknsh Chopra-. You H°,,^/wTtrMlfened 

f subjects from the State to the Ce • 

^^re subjects to the Centre than other states. 
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Puri: 1 did not compare Kashmir with other states. It was 
a comparison with earlier period of Kashmir’s relations with the 
ratre. My inain point was that the transfer of subjects as such 
1 not ep in restoring inter-regional harmony. 

of lal^u Kashmiri speaking population in parts 


Suraj Saraf: What 
Valley? 


about non-Kashmiri population in the 


I do not V 

lation in Jammu the exact percentage of Kashmiri popu- 

would submit to ^^^ti-Kashmiri population in Kashmir. I 
linguistic minoriti ^ ^^t;ts. But no arrangement can eliminate 
taken care of. ^^together, whose interests should be duly 

finally O 

^^IR, TIMES Jammu, January 1, 1966) 
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I wrote the concluding article 
of this series on Jammu problem, 
with a rather optimistic note. 
The dust raised by Dr. Karan 
Singh’s move for linguistic le- 
organisation of the State had 
time to settle down. In a series 
of discussions I had with the 
State leaders, I pleaded for tak¬ 
ing cognizance of the problem 
and consideration of constructive 
alternatives. I revived my for¬ 
mula for some sort of regional 
autonomy to various cultural 
units of the State. 


Encouraged by the response, 
I wrote the following article to 
elicit wider support for the basic 
idea. Perhaps for the first 
time, a Chief Minister of the 
State conceded the need to do 
something to ease the tensions 
that he believed did exist bet¬ 
ween Jammu and Kashmir. 

But what is that something? 
Uow and when that is to be 
done? I do not have satisfac¬ 
tory answers to these questions. 
I am afraid the matter might be 
allowed to drift. Approaching 
general elections might be used 
as a pretext for escape from the 
commitment. Meanwhile people 
whose expectations have been 
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aroused might seek less construc¬ 
tive outlets, adding another un¬ 
healthy influence on the course 
of elections, 

^Vould this be a further inst¬ 
ance of doing a right thing at a 
wrong time, robbing it of grace 
ond real usefulness? 









June 1966 




Jammu_A Clue to Kashmir Taugle 

-KA r- \A Sadia admitted with an 
Kashmir Chief Minister, Mr. . _ asUmbly (on March 

,usual candour, while speaking m the S aB ass m y t 

1966 ), that tensions between he ™o^«„ ^ 

icially called the state of Jam earned against throwing 

ty must be found to resolve “anee of them, 

oblems under the carpet instead of taking co„ 

I. was no. so safe or respectable to talk of problems of 
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linguistic and cultural diversities that abound in the State of 
Kashmir. Not long ago Governor Dr. Karan Singh almost 
touched a hornets nest around his ears when he suggested, in a 
statenient to the London Times in November last, linguistic re¬ 
organisation of the State as a way out of the problem. Happily? 
t e misgivings then caused between him and his Government 

seem to e oyer. Mr. Sadiq’s statement now indicates a joint 
interest in seeking possible solutions. 


status^ wluw'be'loXld'* ’i™™ 

in the former and of secession 

merely outlets of th m the latter are to some extent 

® popular dissatisfaction on this account. 

Maulana Moham,^ 

Secretary of the rul' Saeed Mussoodi, the then General 

and a half ago, th^”^ ^^tional Conference, had said, a decade 
the rest of India Jammu, Kashmir’s relations with 

If the statement does settled without any difficulty- 

many grains of truth^’ ^ blame on Jammu, there are 

If it is possible t 

single major factor • ° ^^^'^‘^ute the crisis of August 1953 to a 
Jamniu that had other than the explosion 

has since recurred Similar chain of vicious reactions 

than once. 

Avoidable links ^vith 

accession issue 

To be sur^ + 1 -. 

yfl reorea?^^®"^ peculiar to Kashmir. 

idarbha m Maharasb^ill areas in Assa^ 
tbo?T hav^’ Talengana in Hyderabad and till n®'" 

of the^m ^ essence, problems similaJ^.^ 

Thus when Sb the tmfortunate, though avoidable, ho 
Jammu his issue made it so touchy her 

tors toVe "h refused to meet the aspirations 

^ Were co h ^°'^^^ry was suspected while the 

o emned as communalists, reactionarl^‘ 
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JAMMU—A clue 

niis indisnation used to be arouse 

Sheikh Abdullah’s rig demand of 

, „„s o£ the partition of India, how 

In view of the bitter lessons ^ p^sli. It disgraces 

can we concede the which Indian army is pre- 

the principles for the defe order is 

sent here and on the basis o w ^^^rma 

Sng built. It insults the pnncip 

StnShi sacrificed his W- A")" „ ^t against Pakistan 

ceding the demand of Jan-nt 
„cnld be nreanthgless. 

AS Jammu refused “ "“g^'snmir Government entitled An 

z:s^‘ 

crisis of August ,953. warned. 

The dangerous trends ‘^'^Jj!^|y^jammu but also the entire 

threatening to throw " , JJess and chaos- Even a 

State into the lap of l^a Critical position of the State wi 
slight disturbance in J volcano which can create 

tentamount to explodm.^^ 
dangerous complication 

• fi.H9 It was not easy for it to 
Why was Jammu dissatis o ^rn the ruler who belonge 
reconcile to the transfer of P°j^® to Kashmir. Most of the 
to Jammu to a leader who movement was provid- 

emotional content of Kashmir origin of the Maharaja, 

ed by its emphasis on the a®" reaction about his personality 
It did not fail to create a cont y ^^^^t in 1946 which chaJ- 
L Jammu. The Quit Kashmir^ ^^.usar, in fact, merely 
icnged the vaiiaty ^ J „le over the Valley and con- 

L.«iipn^ed the Maharajas ricU 
ceded his sovereignty over Jammu. 
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The success of Kashmir’s political movement could not thus 
appear.to the vast masses of Jammu as the victory of the people 
over the ruler. The political and organisational character of 
the movement encouraged the impression that the power was 
transferred from one region to the other. 

Jamniu^s share in power 


At the height of Jammu-Kashmir tension, Jammu was rep¬ 
resented by one minister in the National Conference cabinet of 
ve. None of the important offices of the party in power— 
resi ent, General Secretary, Vice-President and Treasurer—^was 
y Jammu. The post of Governor for the two provinces 
was a olished and the political and administrative affairs of 
ammu were entrusted to a secretary of a minister. 

Conference could not find many people in Jamniu 
worthy of its trust. ^ f f 

ance^^^h^ ^^^rn its numerical superiority, international import- 
was homogeneity and easy communications, Kashmir 

logicallv better equipped organisationally and ideo- 

of j ^shmiri leadership could, despite the background 

Was due^*T^ Kashmir tension, hold its sway over Jammu, if 

of sernio Outstanding stature and the ideology 

Of secularism and land reforms. 

prevented^ oommunalism, on the other hand, further 

ship Th ^ ^^^^h^ation of Jammu under a progressive leader- 
tended to fnli dissatisfied, Jammu’s main reaction 

der to the ai defeatist courses. Either complete surren- 

in terms of revenge of the current humiliations 

further aggressions and victories. This obviously 

to the mutual bitterness. 

To b 

never articuE^^^T?^ demand of separation of Jammu was 

he entire known leadership of Jammu conti" 
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■ tention. The demand for internal 
nued to disclaim any it was condemned as corn- 

autonomy was and separatist, 

munal, reactionary, secta 

.n condemnation, dominant opinion m 
Demoralised by sue! Kashmiri domination 

Jammu sought escape tro debate on degrees of ac- 

in the slogan of “full ;,ther chain reaction of provoca- 

cession that follovyed caused a Kashmir 

tions and suspicions; no ago between the former 

leadership and Jammu bu jamniu’s pro-merger pose had 
and the rest of India. ’ sentiments everywhere, 

reater appeal to the na 

_rT»m/^n 


a 

to 


Cl ’ - 

between the two regions was tar 
But emotional divergence arrest of Sheikh Abdullali in 

from resolved by .be S .be S.a.e, Subsequen. 

August 1953, the then ^ere even less helpful, 

political and constitutional chan, 

• fnr rccional tension m tne 
There is a built por it does not permit any 

present structure of the » • among the regions. 

National system of distribution of pow 

loblv belong to the Valley as it 
Chief Minister must jJ^^gtate. In order to meet the 

is the most populous region optical level. Congress chief 

challenge of the secessionists and order, through 

must also be a Kashmiri. ; , j: agitations, are more serious 
sabotage, espionage and an - to be a better Home 

in the Valley, a local ^importance further necessi- 

Minister. Kashmir’s " resented at the Centre and at 

tates that the State should b P interest of 

,vorld forums always by n :f„i Valley, and in the larger 

balancing political factions m »„a]ities have to be accommo- 

lational interest, some more . officers of the two houses, 

jated in key positions, say, as presi 

•If Tammu with this arrangement? 
But how to reconcile J ^5 thousand square 

•it may be reminded—has an area or z 
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kilometers against 15 thousand square kilometers of the Valley 
and a population of 16 lakhs against 18 lakhs of the Valley 
(1961 Census). The irrepressible Dogras are also somewhat 
nearer means of protest in Delhi. 

Cost Kashmir pays 

Indeed, as we have seen, Jammu’s protest had a formidable 
role in directing the course of politics in the State. Unable to 
wrest power for itself, it—at any rate, an effective part of it— 
has continuously pressed for reducing the powers of Kashmiri 
leaders and transfering them to the Centre. Unable to take the 
place of leadership, it has acquired, through sympathetic ears in 
Delhi or due to its troublesome potentialities, a say in disapprov¬ 
ing or approving Kashmiri leaders for ruling the State. 

Conformity to the political taste of Jammu—deformed by 
distrust and frustration—and consent for continuous erosion of 
the autonomy of the State are thus essential attributes of a stable 
regime in Kashmir. In other words, a Government must conti¬ 
nue to lose popularity in the Valley in order to remain in power. 

Surest wayi to retain power, under these circumstances, 
would be to provoke sentiments of Kashmiri chauvinism and 
secession to such a pitch that they absorb and quarantine all 
discontent. For these sentiments then clash with the might of 
Indian nationalism and not directly with the leaders in power 
at the State. And for provoking Kashmiri chauvinism, Dogra 
chauvinism is the best abetter. Thus, chauvinism of the two 
regions and an unpopular regime form a triangle of mutual 
dependence till a popular upheavel upsets it. 

It is not in the interest of the powers that be in the State 
to draw fine distinctions between genuine pride, chauvinism and 
secession as far as the Valley is concerned. 

Thus the Valley has to pay in terms of its autonomy, pride 


« 
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and freedom for its inability to share power with Jammu. 

Kashmir is indeed a complicated tangle. But Jammu pro¬ 
vides no mean clue to it- 

Chamr.iTT o ..f the wishes of the people owe it to the people 
to first provide them with real and healthy channels of self- 
expression It would be premature an presumptuous to recom¬ 
mend or condemn any ^"''7 f 

their mutual relations are s nd thena of the 

current abnormal tensions that do not permit them to think and 

feel in a normal way* 

Regional autonomy 

T .U* 11 rpview of the problem, details of the pro- 

n this over a mutual relations need not be dwelt 

posed modifications of tn^ 

on. But after the p expert committee should be able to 
autonomy is conceded, Commission, the 

draw upon, say, the ^mmittees of Punjab and Andhra and 

working of the mooted for Punjabi and Haryana regions 

various types of relations m ^ 

(before Punjabi suba was cone 

h experience gained in the fifteen other 
In the light of t e Rebate dispassionately the problems 
states, it should be possi . state of the republic of India, 

of the only remaining igssons of the last more than eighteen 

Within the State also, ^^jetely lost. Indeed, a substantial 

years have not been co both the regions that is capable of 

nucleus has already ^^thetic view of the aspirations of 

taking an unbiased but sympaui 

the other region. 

, X thus not only possible but also 

A fruitful debate is thus n f 

imperative. 

(TRIBUNE, Ambala June 15, 1966). 
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Population and 

Area of Jammu and Kashmir 

State 


Area in square 

Population 


kilometers 


Jammu Province 

26,087.11 

15,72,887 

Districts: 



a) Doda 

11,343.28 

2,68,403 

b) Jammu 

3,234.70 

5,16,932 

c) Kathua 

2,651.96 

2,07,430 

d) Poonch 

4,374.19 

3,26,061 

c) Udhampur 

4,482.98 

2,54,061 

Kashmir Valley 

15,119.29 

18,99,438 

Districts: 



a) Anantnag 

5,430.81 

6,54,368 

b) Baramula 

6,567.73 

6,04,659 

c) Srinagar 

3,120.75 

6,40,411 

Ladakh 

97,775.71 

88,651 

Total 

• 

1,38,982.11 

35,60,976 
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in 1952^53 

On the eve of , 

Abdullah and the Gover^^ p^,,the f^i,between Sheikh 

j was submitted by Delhi- the p‘"g memoran- 

on July 15, 195^ • Prime Minister 

ot.ilating your s,,^ 

\Ve feel like congr^ ncratic rights of ti to tu . n 

of monarchy and the . j^is moment ® termina lo 

State. However, at re'S, 

be taKcii j-ou j 

the following points. *^eep m 

been able to 

tCashmir leadership has valley and ex. out c , , 

local nationalism of th^ sun^^ its In ^ 

the State, despite 'V^o^ Jamn^r'* ,e 

P^^Vof *hese regions (P"‘,\Sons between 'Ve ."P^ogressi^ 

ments reiau^H diff^ ^PPrehend crowing 

deterioration of the in ^ pmir leaders are encoi," I'^Sions particularly 

when the policies of the K panshad in Jan^'S-ns communal and 

reactionary activities of t nationalism. ttniu which also banks 

^ the similar regional 
upon i 

we submit, 

The time has now co^^^’ National Cojj«ther democratic 
ment 

’ncr yoiir current talks witi 

suggest that durm^ deniocratisation of .u’’® Kashmir leaders 

eniphasi® should be laid ^g^ocratic rights of !u® Political structure 

S the Sta^ ^'^.'•^‘"^aaking administration P^°Pl«. ensuring 

freedom of the judiciary, distinctly separate fro°"'P'®‘«'y neutral as 
regards political activiiies ^lore realistic ."1 National Con¬ 
ference organisation, beUer autonomy f'f'“ns between aU 

regions, fanting them som ^ and lastly on economic 

' n^elioration of the peopl^ the Centre. ""‘^Pomic policy of the 

and adequate assistance ijy > 

State ail 

. , « nf which were explained 

'phese points, some oi ' 
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meeting with you on April 14, 1952, are, we think, consistent with your 
democratic approach. We simply wish that your influence strengthens a 
democratic cause and not helps the undemocratic trends in Kashmir. 

• Demand for Regional Autonomy 

New Delhi, December 21 (1952)—“Friends of New Kashmir” who 
met yesterday in Delhi, under the presidentship of Mr. Balraj Puri, ex¬ 
pressed concern at the recent developments in Jammu and the growing 
deterioration in the relations among different communities. 

They resolved that a belter constitutional and political relationship 
is required to improve the situation. Some sort of autonomy to each 
cultural region alone would ensure the development of the respective 
cultures and maintain friendly relations between the various peoples, 
they said. 

(Hindustan Times, New Delhi, December 22, 1952). 

Jammu Satyagrah 

Daily Hind Samachar of Jullundur discussed the situation in Jammu 
in its editorial of December 25, 1952. It wrote; “In this connection 
Mr. Balraj Puri, President of the Friends of New Kashmir Delhi, has 
formulated a proposal. Expressing concern over the Jammu agitation, 
he has suggested internal autonomy to the three regions of the State, 
namely, Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. Though it is little complicated, 
it deserves consideration. For no other solution is in sight.” 

Support for Autonomy 

Editorially commenting on the demand of autonomy for Jammu, 
Tribune, Ambala, wrote on February 11, 1953 : “As Sheikh Abdullah is 
entitled to demand from us that we should fully appreciate his position 
in regard to accession, similarly the people of Jammu are entitled to 
demand that Sheikh Abdullah should appreciate their point of view. 
The people of Jammu must be given certain assurances. -They must be 
assured of genuine regional autonomy.” 

Democratisation of Kashmir Set Up—a Kashmiri Viewpoint 

Mr. Bashir Ahmad Mussoodi, a prominent worker of the Kashmir 
National Conference, told a meeting of the Rationalists’ Association in 
New Delhi that regional nationalism in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
was taking an aggressive form today. 
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, , , tn each region which, he 

He suggested some sort of autonomy 

thought, would create better relations between the p 

j- 1 X tn democratise the set un 

Mr. Mussodi aho pleaded for some steP ‘ parishad agitation and 

of the State He however, condemned the 

its slogan of full accession and Partition o State with India 

disrupt the relations of Jammu with Kashmir and a. 

{Hindustan Standard, New 


Another Appeal to Neh^u 

Memorandum submitted by Mr. Balraj i*n 

Minister ^-f^fAn^on the implementation of 

following the Praja Panshad agitation on 

the “Delhi agreement”; 


in Jammu is mostly due to 

The unhappy situation that has developeo 
the local nationalism of the various reg-on Abdullah remained 

aggressive form. We regret that even could not reconcile 

essentially a hero of Kashmiri nationa is State. Ours has been 

himself to the role of the leadership of the Parishad as also 

a voice against the anti-Kashmir movement o We have also 

against the aggressive trends in the Kashmiri 

regimenta- 

been critical of the undemocratic trends m i 
lion in its set up. 

qiispicious of their Jammu 
Most of the Kashmir leaders have been of the Jammu 

colleagues and they were sometimes afraid o motives of 

National Conference. We are not very policy. But we feel 

the Kashmir leadership regarding their , encouraged the Praja 

circumstances were often created which deime 
Parishad at our cost. 

. . I rhnnoes to remove the present 

We suggest political and constitutional cn = economic. Conditions 
unrest. The problem is mostly psychological ‘ 

must be created so that the people of An announcement for 

free from the so called Kashmiri imral region would con- 

granting some sort of autonomy to each 

siderably ease the situation. It is the ^e support. We em- 

“limited accession” of the State to In la maintained and feel that 
phasize that the integrity of the State -ifying force between the 
autonomy to each region would act as a 
peoples of all the regions. 
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Mukerjee—Nehru—Abdullah Correspondeuce 


hi January and February of 1953 Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee, 
the then President of the Bhartiya Jana Sangh, was engaged in an 
animated correspondence with Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru and Sheikh 
Abdullah on the problem of Jammu where the Praja Parishad had 
launched what perhaps the biggest political agitation of the pro^ 
The Parishad had rejected Nehru-Abdullah agreement of July 
952. As soon as the State Constituent Assembly started implementing 
in No\ ember 1952, the agitation was launched against a separate 
onstitution of the State and for ek pradhan, ek vidhan and ek nishan 
resident, one Constitution and one Flag). 


follow' historic correspondence is reproduced in the 

Ja^ For it provides the conte.xt in which the controversy 

^oncilabl^^^^ t'^sing. The three view points appear to be irre- 

^ut my another as also with that of the preceding pages. 

point is covered by them in as much as: 

human ur^ ^hdullah believed that constitutional recognition of the vital 
State) **shoul / ^^^^hmiris (in the form of special provisions for the 
only interpreted as a desire for separatism . (1 would 

have been i ^^^^^aition of human urges of Jammu, too, should not 

^t'preted as a desire for separatism), 
ii) p ^ 

P^ajci Parishad Nehru maintained that the agitation of the 

tnents //j Indi ^^^PPorted by communal and narrow minded- ele~ 

^^fnmii peoDle prepared to consider any grievances of the 

^^^^nnucs grleva precisely were 

^ o to rectify the^^9^^^^ ^^hat did the non-comrnunal elements in India 

'■'0 Hr % 

[y, the ?n!y Mukerjee demanded (a) ‘‘both parties to reite- 

^ ^ ^f nutojiQ. J State would be maintained and that the prin- 

I course also / province of Janinut as a whole and 

uL ‘•SreenH ‘">‘1 Kashmir Valley." (b) ‘‘Implementation of 

p y '^^^embh" /o session of Jammu and Kashmir Consti- 

start moi’o these positions square up with his sup- 

aj a pro, integration". The agitation itself was 

« apainst the implementation of the July agreement"]. 

It till 

‘invoi f of agreement in the three posi- 
made suci ' background of the personalities and parties 

‘ on agreement difficult whereas their clashes pushec 
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tJie non-cominiinal voice of Jatuniu to the background. 

Letter from' Doctor Sh'yama Prasad Mukerjee to Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru with a copy to Sheikli Abdullah written on 
9th January, 1953: 

I know that you do not see eye to eye with many of us on this 
issue. Vet I am writing to you in the hope that you will keep an 
open mind and try to' appreciate the viewpoint of those who* differ 
from you on this matter. It is vitally important that the circumstances 
that have led to the p'res'ent movement should be impartially reviewed 
and effort made to arrive at a speedy and peaceful settlement. 

During the last six weeks we have witnessed a continued reign of 
re'presssion. Arrest of about 1300 persons;- lathi charges, tear gassing, 
shooting, transfer of ill clad prisoners to severely cold regions, confisca¬ 
tion’ of properties are the methods that are said to have been resorted to. 

Very often the issues^ are sought to be clouded by refering to the 
alleged past activities' of the Praja Parishad. If once we start question¬ 
ing the motives of each other, the atmosphere will become all the more 

polluted. 

are anxious that the question of accession of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir to India should be finally arid* irrevocably settled. This 
is still supposed to be depending on a plebiscite. We can expect no fair 
deal from the Security Council: There should' be no question of taking 
a general plebiscite for determining the will of the* people. The Assembly 
formed in the State is based^ on adult franchise. Even though doubts 
have been expressed regarding the validity of the elections, specially 
from Jammu, this body may be considered sufficient for ascertaining the 
will* of the people, i* ^vas told by Sheikh Abdullah that He and his 
colleagues were willing to adopt this procedure but you were not pre¬ 
pared to approve of it. 

The Praja ParisHad rightly puts a pertinent question. If the ultimate 
accession of the State to India coiitinues to be undecided and if the 
decision will have to be based on* a general plebiscite of the peop e, 
what will be the fate of Jammu in case the majority of t e peop e, 
rnsisting of Moslems, vot'e against India? We cannot forget our bitter 
exnerience regarding the vivisection of India and the tragic fate of North 
Western Frontier Province. 

a ffnar decision is' taken up’ on the question of accession, two 
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matters will have to be taken up. One relates to the recovery of one 

third territory of Jammu and Kashmir which is now in occupation of 

Pakistan. The other relates to the extent of accession of the State to 
India. 


Shri Gopalaswami Iyengar, who moved for the adoption of Article 
m the Indian Constitution, had clearly indicated that this was a 
^emporary provision and that it was the hope and wish of everybody 
had^^d^^^ State would finally accede to India just as other states 

Le o people of Jammu demand that the accession should 

c^'^se of other states, they are guided by 

1 C and national motives. 


, "^he provision for an elected President or a separate flag may be 

political unity of India. If similar demands were 
a e y other states, it would give momentum to dangerous tendencies 

Again, the delay in giving effect to some of the agree 
as ^ announced by you in July last, dealing with matters sue 
Power^^^^^'^’ fundamental rights, Supreme Court, President’s emergency 
^ etc. has created misgivings in the mind of the people. 


suffer^people of Kashmir Valley think otherwise, must Jammu alsc 
ecause of such unwillingness to merge completely with In la. 

Peonle- Valley, Jammu and Ladakh represent different 

uiodes* ^^^Suage, their outlook, their environments, their ha ^ ^ 

respects occupation differ from one another in many vi a 

Woeen* politically they came to be united mto one 

^cstrov which we naturally should not like to isrup oi 

people n maintaining natural bonds of unity aniongs sue j 

^cnitnoTi done not through force or coercion but by crea ing a 

ProbleT uf goodwill and confidence. It is a big psyc o ogi 

and requires delicate and careful handling. 

^^nimu f^om Pak-hcld area of the State, mostly belonging tc 

other rehabilitated within the State on one 

Sikh 1 X 7 nothing has been done to recover four thousari 

^ogras abducted by raiders. Constant abuses of and att . 

an ? ^ Abdullah and his colleagues have 

atmosphere of distrust and bitterness. 


Neh 


Purely 


s reply dated January 10, 1953: 

“ does not require any proof to substantiate the 


fact th 
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violence on a widespread scale has been indulged in by the Praja Parishad 
people. The fact that a large number of officers and policemen have 
been injured and damage done to public buildings, is adequate proof of 

violence. 

It amazes me that the larger context is forgotten or ignored or no 
value is attached to it by those who support the Jammu agitation. In¬ 
deed, nothing could be more injurious to the objectives proclaimed by 
the Praja Parishad than the agitation. 


Suppose some remnants of the Muslim League in the Valley starte 
an agitation which was anti-India or pro-Pakistan, how should we dea 
with it? What effect do you think has the Praja Parishad agitation on 

such people in the Valley or elsewhere? 

Obviously, the case of Jammu and Kashmii State cannot be con 
sidercd in exactly the same light as other states in India. t no a 
question of our wishes or desires but of facts and rat er comp ica e 
facts Having considered all these facts, we come to a cer am 
which I think was fair and which tied up the State to India very firmly. 

This is only partly true that I did not approve of the Constituent 
Assembly passing a resolution about the States accession o n la. 

was that it would not be wise to pass that resolution /mmediately 

'fter it started functioning as this would lead to the conclusion that the 
Assembly had been called just for that purpose and not for other 

purposes. 

Head of the Jammu and Kashmir ^ My^o'thel 

President. He is the head of a state ju t j j ^^e 

state in India and can only be appointed atter tne .pp 

President of India. 

iUnt Sheikh Abdullah is prepared, 

I am quite prepared, and I am sure ' Shei'' t^em 

to consider any grievances of the ^3 ^^ying ^ decide a very 

where this is possible. But ^^e Praja Par^'jd >s ty^ 
j-ffiriilt and complicated constitutional question y 

dimcuii ^ t' tendency to separatism, 

ee with you that we should not encourag 

But that is exactly the Parishad agitation is doing. 

^ 11 4u^ »;Vir*le Tnmmii and Kashmir issue. 

T am anxious to settle finally the whole Jammu 

Rut this issue has got complicated and there is no magic way o so 

Tly decree or Act of Parliament as some people seem to imagine. 

The right way to approach the Jammu question is to stop 
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agitation completely and then deal with the grievances that may exist. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru with a copy to Sheikh 
Abdullah dated February 3, 1953 : 

The points which you have got to settle regarding Kashmir arc 
following; 


1. The Praja Parishad has considerable popular backing. Its past 
is irrelevant. What is to be decided is the merit of the issues 
raised by it. 


2. When and how will the accession of Jammu and Kashmir State 
to India be finally settled. If this depends upon plebiscite, what 
be its form. No doubt it has been stated over and again 
by you that accession will be in accordance with the will of 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. Our simple demand is that, 
that will should now be expressed once for all, and not left to 
uncertain future. My own suggestion is that after a resolution 
by the State Assembly the matter may be considered as irrevo¬ 
cably decided so far as India is concerned. Please be specific 
on this issue and let us know that if this suggestion is not accept¬ 
able, what is your alternative proposal for finalising accession. 


please do not side-track and let the public of India 
know how and when, if at all, we arc going to get back the 
portion of our cherished territory (of Kashmir) held by Pakistan. 

Thirdly, if J 3 there are some matters in respect of 

^ ich our constitution should be amended in order to meet the 
special need of the State, let us have a full picture of it and know 
^ at arc the specific provisions which should be amended. 

prepared to discuss the matter with an open mind. There 
however, certain basic matters in respect of which the one- 
^®ss of India must be maintained at any cost. They relate to 
^^ch subjects as fundamental rights, rights of citizenship, juris- 
iction of the Supreme Court, functions and constitution of 
j '^h Court, President’s powers, national planning and financial 
cgration. We were not satisfied with the July Agreement bet- 
the Government of India and Sheikh Abdullah’s Govern- 
but even that has been unreasonably and unnecessarily 
^y®d, thus creating doubts and misgivings in the public mind. 

Th 


5. 


® grievances of the people of Jammu relating to their economic 
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advance, employment, rehabilitation, division of border districts 
on communal lines require investigation by an impartial com¬ 
mission. 

That I am writing to you again inspitc of your threats, abuses and 
rebuffs will amply show that we have no desire to precipitate a crisis. 


Sheikh Abdullah’s reply to Dr. Mukerjee dated February 4, 
1953: 

There is conclusive evidence to show that the Praja Parishad is 
determined to force a solution of the entire Kashmir issue on communal 
lines. 1 below a few extracts from their speeches: 


“Our way is not with Kashmir. Sheikh is not acceptable 
to us. We cannot tolerate Jammu and Ladakh going to the 
winds”—Shri Madan Lai. 

“The present Constituent Assembly consists of seventy five 
members of which fifty arc Muslims. These figures clearly show 
that Sheikh Abdullah’s Muslim dominance cannot and should 
not be forced upon Hindus of Jammu and Buddhists of Ladakh 
—a pamphlet of the Parishad. 


The Government have received representations from Muslims living 
in the disturbed areas for protection against the Parishad terrorism. 

You refer to the sense of insecurity in regard to the futuie of Jammu 
from which people here suffer. It is shared by the people ^ 
nnd Ladakh as well. It does not lie with me or my Government to se 
the dispute- But the Praja Parishad has flung the demand in sue a wa 
if I stand in the way of the solution of the problem. 

At a Press Conference you, too, have been reported to have said. 


“If the people of the Kashmir Valley think otherwise, 
can be specific provision for this zone for the time being. e 
would readily agree to treat the Valley with Sheikh Abdullah 
as its head in any special manner and for such time as he won 
like but Jammu and Ladakh must be fully integrated with n la. 


You are not perhaps unaware of the attempts that are being ma 
1 V Pakistan and other interested quarters to force a decision by 
the unity of the State. Once the ranks of the State people are ivi 
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any solution can be foisted on them. You plead for the acceptance of 
demand of the Praja Parishad for the complete merger of Jammu irres¬ 
pective of what happens to the rest of the State. You cannot be unaware 
of the possible repercussions in Kashmir as a result of this agitation which 
IS led by a militant Hindu leadership and which in the past has made 
its attitude towards Muslims amply clear. If the agitation grows, un¬ 
foreseen forces may be released which may seriously threaten the founda¬ 
tions of the State. 


I IS painfull for me to note that even a person of your eminence 
ek° carried away by an emotional slogan like ek pradhan. 

State nishan. All these symbols are supreme as much in our 

^ other. If internally there have been some variations, it is 

the'^I^^fT. specifically been conceded to the State by 

but as Constitution. This arrangement has not been arrived at now 
So far happened to be a part of the Government, 

accorde^t''^^!^'^'^ concerned we have maintained that the special position 
association^^ ^ ^ source of a growing unity and closer 

the loyaltv Kashmir and India. It is worthwhile to remark that 

and its's,, u supporters of the Parishad to the constitution 

symbols is doubtful. 


'Tou h 

agreement against the delay in implementing the Delhi 

Praia ParisK , , implemented one of these decisions that the 

^ohilly acaincf agitation. It has made it clear that it is 

'^Sal expert t agreement. On our side there has been no delay. The 
question and .u- Government of India took time to examine the 

State AssPnTui dragged on till 16th November. On 17th November the 
had hri^m Sadar-i-Riyasat (vide one of the agreements), 

launched its u". November when the Parishad 

Sadar-i-Riyas;^^‘l''l‘°"> with black flag demonstrations against the 


The 

^^'^ertaintyTn Vh- by you, it lies in the 

voluntarily offeredt u" ^e 

Of the S te • ^^hoot compro- 

^"fortunately S; 7'*p d t to be abiding. But 

Jamnn, • ‘uo Praja Panshad wants a decision .u tt- , < 

'inniu m jUg ., uccision tor the Hindus of 

to dpo:.. o rnid-stream. The feelings of anxietv 
l^rincintT decision is understandable but the manne 

the ch® with grave consequences ^ d '“Tf t 

Would u®" separatism is deserved by us S 5,e Un d if 

SI J’^omselves like to partition the State op con.! i k 

arishad leaders have made it clear that they wiir*^^ -ii h ^ 

»^ney Will not rest till they 
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have rid the Jammu Hindus of what they call the haunting fear of Muslim 
domination of Kashmiris. 


The Praja Parishad is using the weapon of violence, is trying to over¬ 
throw all the vestiges of an ordered government. 


In view of the stupendous tasks we have been called to face, we do 
not deny that many problems still need our attention in Jammu as well as 
elsewhere. The Government has recently set up a committee under the 
chairmanship of the Chief Justice to report on the working of some 
measures adopted during the last five years. The Government are eager 
to have constructive suggestions. 


Ft. Nehru’s reply to Dr. Mukerjee dated February 5, 1953: 


According to my thinking, the agitation of the Praja Parishad in 
Jammu is not only communal but is supported by communal and narrow¬ 
minded elements in India. I have not a shadow of doubt that if that 
narrow approach was adopted in our country as a whole, it would bring 
disaster in its train not only for the Jammu and Kashmir State but also 
to the larger interests of India. The only course I can, therefore, follow 
is to resist this utterly miconceived agitation. 


If the agilation has been mainly concerned with the grievances of the 
people of .imp, ,he .ppcin.nwn. of a d-i- 

State Govetament »o“ld k"” tSe redress of 

Selc“:M is an attUt to star, a st.b.e.i.e tt.o.en.eat adectinP no. 
Jammu only but the rest of India. 

Dr. Mukerjee's letter to Pt. Nehrt. dated February 8, 1M3: 

Apparently yon are no. in a mood even “» •»»» “f 

hose who differ from you, far less to talk to them. 

The commission has no. roused " “f‘‘““a.'to »“ 

>f reference are narrow. Its “™’”2usl a^d bitterness. It eannot 

ibviously dea^ wih basic political and constitutional matteis. 

If it is deeided by you to star, discussions wiih Praia Parishad leaders 
:nd others, the movement should stand suspended. 


\ 
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Pt. Nehru’s reply dated February 10, 1953: 

I confess to a feeling that we move in some-what different mental 
worlds and the same words have different meanings for you and me. 

However, nothing would please me better than to put an end to this 
business (agitation). As for he composition of the Commission, it is 
presided over by the Chief Justice, who can be relied upon to take an 
impartial view. The terms of reference are wide but certainly they do 
not deal with political and constitutional issue. ' Would you have a com¬ 
mission sit in judgement over Parliament and decide grave national and 
international issues? 


I fail entirely to understand how high constitutional matters, affecting 
international issues, can be made the subject of a local agitatioiT. Is the 
entire country and Parliament to be coerced by the local group? 

1 have no doubt that you wish well to India but the fact remains 
that our conceptions of what is well for India appear to differ. 


If I could venture to advise you I would suggest that you exercise 

your mfluence to put an end to tWs’adtation which cannot possibly do 
any good and which ° ® agiiauuu 

ean certainly do much harm- 


Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nohm dated February 12 


terminate. I 'wquIh you that the 

some of its leaders ^^'Sgest that you and* Sheikh Abduiian should 
them, they will t u Delhi. If this offer is communicatee 

’ ^ ^Sree to suspend the movement. 


[The points 

tioned in his second consideration were the same as were men- 

Commission of Fn^ - ^ which were added, firstly the demand for a 
to go into all griev^”^^ ^ majority of judges from outside the State 
by police and com.^ ‘hcluding Dharmarth Trust, excesses committed 

demand for reston^^"^^^'®" ^o the families of sufferers, and secondly the 
agitation.] of pensions properties etc. confiscated during the 


Pt. Nehru’s renl 

Py dated February l'> 1953: 

The points for ^ ’ 

hardly capable of o?,'^*'^‘'lcration that you have suggested are most of them 
so with non-official ^^‘'^^ration even by Government itself and much less 

'^Sanisaiions or individuals. 
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The resolution of the State Assembly does not bring finality in the 
sense that you perhaps mean. The finality is tied up with other considera¬ 
tions which are not wholly within our control. 

Some of the matters you have referred to have been included in the 
Constitution being framed by the Constituent Assembly of Jammu and 
Kashmir. One cause of delay in doing this has been, I imagine, this 
agitation. 

It has been stated very clearly and acted upon that the Indian Flag 
is supreme. 

Regarding the policy for the liberation and occupation of Pakistan 
licld territory, this is surely not a question that can be discussed, as it 
depends upon all kinds of political and military matters. Indeed the 
Jammu agitation has made it much more diflicult to deal with the question 
of that territory, because it must have created far reaching repercussions 
on the people there. We do not think in terms of holding any territory 
by force of arms and have to rely on the goodwill of the people 

concerned. 

You can imagine the effect of the present agitq^tion not only on 
those hostile to us but also in other countries and more especially on the 
conversations taking place in Geneva (with Dr. Graham and Pakistan 
representative). 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Slieikh Abdullah dated February 13, 
1953: 

One fimdamenlal point where I differ from you is your attitude 
towards the Praja Parishad. You had maintained, when I met you at 
Srinagar, that first, it had no following and secondly, its past was so 
black that you could never associate with its spokesmen. Regarding the 
first point your estimate has proved incorrect. Your second point is 
hardly tenable. Did not Gandhiji and others go out of the way to 
attempt to come to settlement, even with Mr. Jinnah and others whose 
attitude towards national problems was far from patriotic? 

Apart from the soundness or otherwise of the system of hereditary 
rulership in the modern set up, the attitude of hostility towards t e 
Maharaja, who by dint of his own decision, has become politically power¬ 
less, was indeed unnecessary. But when some time this overs^ppe i s 
limits and extended itself to an attack on Dogras as such it became a 
source of dangerous developments. I had earnestly requested ° 

take all possible steps to create a new psychological atmosphere m e 
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State so that spontaneously all sections of the people might regard you 
as their acknowledged leader. 

I would beg of you not to stand on prestige but to agree to discuss 
all disputes with the leaders of the Praja Parishad even at this late stage. . 

Consciously or unconsciously you are creating a new sovereignty for 
Jammu and Kashmir State. You are developing a three nations theory, 
the third being Kashmiris. These are dangerous symptoms. 


J do not ignore the need for creating an atmosphere of complete 
undei standing and confidence in the minds of Muslims. But there are 
imits within which such attempts must be kept confined, nor such 
attempts should be made in a manner which may cause grave doubts 

an fears in the minds of non-Muslims living in the State and forming 
a definite minority. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 14, 1953: 

c issues have been narrowed down. I suggest you should agree 
sho^d^h selected representatives of the Praja Parishad and this 

c followed by an immediate suspension of the movement. 


stipportt^^^^^^^^ Abdullah to permit a re'solution 

accession to be passed by the Constituent Assembly. Regard- 

^ fuller^^^^^^^ Pak-held territory no public- declaration be made but 

disoiieo* of the situation can be made as a result of your 

^^"^^ssion with the people concerned. 


If 

Agreed* Indian flag is supreme, its daily official use may be 

^^casions^^^* State flag may be used in addition on special 


Re 

applicability of the provisions of the Constitution, we 
subjects wh'^h^ difficulty in agreeing to the minimum number of 
^^gards the^^ inimediately applied to Jammu and Kashmir. As 

Specific pi-Q postpone consideration till we know what 

Posa s the State authorities have to make for the purpose. 


terms of ^ grievances, the only questior 

fidence of nii ^^d have a tribunal 

Punishm Release of prisone 

Punishment need not present any difficu 


prepare comprehen- 
will enjoy the con- 
withdrawal of bans 
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Pt. Nehru’s reply dated February 15, 1953: 

As 1 have pointed out to you, every State normally deals with these 
problems itself and the Central Government does not intervene except 
by way of advice occasionally. 

The Constituent Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir State will be 
meeting some time in the near future. It will presumably consider the 
reports of certain committees appointed by it. l do not see hoW even 
the Kashmir Government can bypass all this procedure. 

The Constituent Assembly has every right to express its views on 
accession as well as other matters but the assurances we have given to 
the U.N. are our responsibility and have to be judged accordingly- 


The Government will gladly do all in its power to bring nbou 
normality and peaceful co-operation in Jammu and Kashmir State. But 
this agitation is not of our seeking and the first step should be to with¬ 
draw the agitation completely. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Pt. Nehru dated February 17, 1953: 

The real question is how the movement should be brought to an end. 
I had suggested a procedure which apparently is not acceptable to yuu- 
Unfortunately you have made no alternative suggestion. After consider¬ 
ing the matter fully and also your determination that the movement must 
be withdrawn completely as first step, may I suggest the following P^®" 
cedure for your consideration:— 

1 . The movement is withdrawn. 

2 . Order for the release of prisoners is given and there will be no 

victimisation. 

3 . You and Sheikh Abdullah call a conference say, after a fu^t 
uight where all political and constitutional matters are discussc 
with an open mind. 

• 

4 . Both parties reiterate that the unity of the State will be main 
tained and that the principle of autonomy will apply to the pr^ 
vince of Jammu as a whole and of course also to Ladakh an 
Kashmir Valley. 

5. The new Constitution to come into force as soon as possible 
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6 . 


and elections to lake place within, say, six months. 

IP at 

Implementation of the July agreement will be ‘ 

session of Jammu and Kashmir Constituent Asscnih >• 


ncx*- 


\V1 


7. 


8 . 


The terms of reference of the Commission of Enqn''^ 
defined. 

The Commission should be reconstituted wiln - 
India and Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir. 


.ill 




9. 


Regarding finalily of accession and other malteis, 
cncc will seek to reach an agreement. 


the 


coH 


fer- 


1 have gone the utmost that 1 can for reaching 
however, you have finally decided that the movement is ^ 
unconditionally and there can be no understanding regar |^a.vc ^ 
point then I shall have to conclude with deep regret that 
in my efforts. n 

Sheikh Abdullah’s letter to Dr. Mukerjee dated 

1953: .^dian 

. Qi the j-ds 

You assume that we object to the total applie^diu to 

Constitution on the ground that “Muslims of Kashmir 
Pakistan”. This is totally a false impression of the po ^^^.^jggle 
the people of Kashmir. You admit the merits of gj-jould 

Muslim communalism and I am grateful to you foi ^deni^ 

remarks about me in this connection. 1 do when 1 ^ 

become a suspect and my motives should be dou ^ ^^^^nvinee^ 

communalism of a section of Hindus. While fighting cO 

ism we were aware of a similar danger in India. jndi^ 

that the vast majority of the people in'India under the 

Gandhiji were themselves fighting this menace. But i ti 

falters and forsakes these ideals, I have no doubt 
people of Kashmir will not lean towards communalism. 

vital 

The enlightened opinion in India recognised the then\^auUial 

of Kashmiris and the Constituent Assembly of India art ^ 

•tunities of achieving their political and social objec i ^^parat- 

accommodation of each others’ point of view, whic de^^^^^ 

constitutional sanction, should not be interpreted as ^ ^ 

ism. After all in a democratic country, the ultimate ^ 
the relationship between various units is the measi 


If, 
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each of these parts to come closer to each other for the common good 
of all. History has taught us that false notions of uniformity and con¬ 
formity have often led to disastrous consequences in the lives of many 

nations. 

Our choice to accede to India was justified as we were afforded 
opportunities to pursue democratic and progressive objectives. Your 
suggestions in regard to abridging the scope of our internal freedom would 
lead to a denial of such opportunities. 


It was late Sardar Patel who was instrumental in evolving the present 
basis of the State’s relationship with the Union. Article 370 was incor¬ 
porated in the Constitution under his guidance and at the time 
Shri Nehru was away from India. While explaining Kashmirs 
constitutional relations with India Sardar Patel said. 

“In view of the special problems with which the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government is faced, we have made special provision for 
the continuance of the relationship of the State with the Union on 

the existing basis.” 

Recarding the election of Sadar-i-Riyasat, you perhaps forget that 
the Governors of other states are also appointed with the ^ 0 "*“ 
of the State Governments. We have extended this right to the , 

While you prefer English designation of ‘Governor’, I fail to underst 
why the Hindustani nomenclature of Sadar-i-Riyasat should be objected • 

You have referred to the creation of a “republic within a republic . 
Perhaps you would accept “monarchy within a republic”. 


While referring to the Praja Parishad you do not j 

nection with the R.S.S. Every one is familiar with rol 
R.S.S. leaders in Jammu in 1947 precisely at the nmanisation 

resisting Muslim communalism in Kashmir. So long as 1^*® regret 

continues to be an instrument in the hands of the R.S.S. lea , 
it will not be possible for us to recognise it. 


It is an extremely unjust accusation to charge 
Dogras. We know them to be simple hearted, honest, ai ‘ simpH- 
people. It is pity that some people should take advantage o 

city and mislead them. 

r The 

Much concern has been shown for the Maharaja in In 
responsibility of the complications in which India and 
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involved at present rests with the Maharaja and his chronic indecision. 
All the efforts made by the top leaders of India including Gandhiji» 
Sardar Patel, Shri Nehru and Shri Kripalani were foiled by his consis¬ 
tent refusal to have any truck with patriotic and nationalist forces within 
the State who were clamped in jails. 


In your letter to Shri Nehru you propose to completely undo Indo- 
Kashmir agreements yet you would like them to be implemented speedily- 
1 do not know what to make of these contradictions. 

Dr. Mukerjee’s letter to Sheikh Abdullah dated February 23, 
1953: ^ 


When you think that a special provision was made for the accession 

of the State of ^hat you enjoy limited sovereignty, 

you do so in utter disregard of the historical rimn ♦ i uvti 

L scheme of iMegralion wa, torcod o„ I„d,a Z 

I would beg of you not to take up an entirelv 1.1 r " Government, 
the Indian first and anything else next. gahstic stand. You are 


Even assuming that your interpretation of a • 
tionally correct, my appeal to you is to finaiio 370 is constitu¬ 
te be governed by the Indian constitution \ ^ accession and agree 

any, as may be specially required for the welf ” modifications, if 

not be harmful to the interests of India as a 
that the Government of India should accept th* i 

on accession and close the matter. ^ ^^ecision of the Consembly 


The integrity of the State should of cou 
however, said was that in case the people of ri'^aintained. What I, 

and the people of Kashmir wanted a loose i Wanted full accession 

was 

^ 1 * * 1. ^^^Sht clash and conflict 

into a separate State and give it whatever it « ^ Kashmir Valley 

let us drop this idea altogether and think in development. But 

Kashmir and find out ow to consolidate ij of united Jammu and 


I have been unable to understand v 

representatives of the Praja Parishad. j 

with deep regret that we could not come to 
g Ive danger that lies ahead of us. 


to talk to the 

correspondence 

in spite of the 
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